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League Elects Officers, Directors during 58th Annual Conference

New Officers: (front row from left) Aztec Mayor Sally
Burbridge, Vice President; Cloudcroft Mayor David
Venable, President. Back row: (from left) Los Alamos
Council Vice Chair David Izraelevitz, Treasurer; and Eagle
Nest Mayor Richard Cordova, President-Elect.

At-Large Directors: (from left) Clovis Commissioner Tom
Martin; Silver City Mayor Pro Tem Cynthia Ann Bettison; and
Tijeras Councilor Jake Bruton. The three Directors will serve
two-year terms.

If you want to view, download or purchase NMML 2015 Annual Conference pictures, go to http://rabelstudios.com/
a. Go to Client Galleries
b. Choose NMML 2015
c. Click “here”
d. Enter password: n2M0m1L5 (case sensitive, the 0 is a zero)

Munis Save Governments More than $700 Billion in Interest
New ICMA report describes how access to tax-exempt financing affects state and local infrastructure investment.
State and local governments would have paid $714 billion in additional interest expenses between 2000 and 2014 without
tax-exempt municipal bonds, according to a new white paper issued by the International City/County Management Association
(ICMA) and the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA).
Other key findings from the new public policy white paper, “Municipal Bonds and Infrastructure Development—Past Present
and Future,” prepared by Justin Marlowe of the University of Washington on behalf of ICMA’s Government Affairs and Policy
Committee, include:
• Virtually all state and local government capital investment is financed through municipal bonds.
• In 2014, state and local governments invested nearly $400 billion in capital projects, a significant slowdown in spending.
Total state and local capital spending has not yet returned to pre-Great Recession totals.
• Approximately 90 percent of state and local capital spending is financed by debt.
• Alternative financing methods, such as pay-as-you-go and public-private partnerships, are effective for some types of
capital projects, but are not a robust alternative to traditional, tax-exempt municipal bonds.
• There are more than one million municipal bonds in the market today, issued by more than 50,000 units of government,
(Continued on page 6)

Elida Town Clerk Kim Summers Receives
Certified Municipal Clerk Designation
Kim Summers, Town Clerk for the Town of Elida, has
received the Certified Municipal Clerk (CMC) designation from
the International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC).
The CMC designation program is designed to enhance
the job performance of the Clerk in small and large
municipalities. To earn the CMC designation, a Municipal Clerk
must attend extensive education programs. The designation also
requires pertinent experience in a municipality. The program
prepares the participants to meet the challenges of the complex
role of the municipal clerks by providing them with quality
education in partnership with 47 institutions of higher learning.
The program has been in existence since 1970 and has helped
thousands of clerks in various municipalities.
Founded in 1947, IIMC is a professional association
with more than 10,000 members in the US, Canada and 15 other
countries. IIMC’s primary goal is to actively promote the
continuing education and professional development of municipal
clerks through extensive education programs, certification,
recertification, publications, networking, annual conferences and
research
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Getting to Know You
This feature focuses on learning more about the League Executive Committee, Board of Directors and other elected officials. This
month is League Board Member Cynthia Ann Bettison, Mayor Pro Tem of Silver City
What was your primary motivation to run for political office in your community?
My primary motivation to run for political office flowed naturally from the desire to serve my community—to
use my experience, skills, and talents to make a difference in my community by working with Council
members, the Mayor, and Town staff to ensure our community was sustainable (economically,
environmentally, fiscally) into the future. My mother taught all of her children from an early age that an
important part of citizenship was to actively serve our communities, to volunteer our experience, talents, and
skills to enhance our community. Due to my mother’s influence and teaching I have always been active in
civic and service organizations. Running for Silver City Town Council is a natural and much broader
extension of that family tradition of volunteerism.
How do you view your role in serving as an elected official in your community?
I view my role as an elected official to be an advocate for District 1 residents, but also all of the Town’s residents. To be an effective
advocate, I must make sound, educated, and thoughtful decisions that move Silver City forward ensuring it is sustainable into the
future, continue the good financial stewardship of the town’s budget, and ensure that priority is placed on maintaining the health,
safety, and welfare of all the Town’s residents through essential services, and preserving quality of life services.
What do you think is the primary role of municipal government?
I think the primary role of municipal government is to maintain the health, safety, and welfare of all of the Town’s residents through
essential services, and preserving quality of life services.
What do you think is the primary role of the New Mexico Municipal League in municipal government?
I think the primary role of the New Mexico Municipal League is to represent and serve New Mexico’s 106 municipalities by
providing training for municipal officials, opportunities for networking and education, development of policy statements, and lobbying
as a unit at the state and federal level for municipal autonomy, to support creating policy and legislation that are beneficial to New
Mexico municipalities, and to educate our legislators about proposed policy and legislation that are detrimental to New Mexico
municipalities.
What is your favorite “after work” pastime?
It is difficult to pick a favorite “after work” pastime since, in addition to being an elected official, I am an archaeologist and a museum
director so it goes without saying that I like to visit archaeological sites and museums. Without a doubt though, one of my top favorite
pastimes is to meet up with friends and attend and support local events occurring in town, such as festivals, gallery openings, lectures,
etc.
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Alamogordo-White Sands Regional Airport
By Jim Talbert, Airport Manager
Nestled between the Sacramento Mountains, Sierra
Blanca Mountain peak, and a whole lot of restricted airspace,
lies the growing Alamogordo White Sands Regional Airport.
The 7,005-foot airstrip, which is home to the firefighting,
slurry dropping, P2V Neptune, is six miles from the exciting
city of Alamogordo and five miles from historic Holloman Air
Force Base.
The airport is currently undergoing a 2,200-foot extension of
its main runway to better accommodate the latest slurry
bomber, the four-engine, BAE 146. The airport is home to 95
aircraft, a flight school, an ADS-B installation station and
Exile Aviation (FBO) for all your aircraft service needs.
Do you prefer the solace of non- powered flight?
The White Sands Soaring Association provides record-setting
sail plane flights and plenty of scenic beauty as you soar over
the Sacramento Mountains. Fear not if you get lost, for the
073rd squadron of the Civil Air Patrol composite squadron is
here to help you find your way home. The EAA chapter 251
is here to provide youth with Young Eagle discovery flights.
Can’t make the Oktoberfest in Germany this year?
Not a problem: the German Air Force sponsored the first ever
fly-in Oktoberfest in Alamogordo that was held September 26
held at Holloman AFB. The Oktoberfest featured German
hospitality, a German Tornado fighter aircraft and or course
beer and bratwurst. Also featured at the Alamogordo Airport
was an assembly and teardown of an MQ-1 Predator Remotely
Piloted Vehicle (NO! it’s not a drone).
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Moratorium on Internet Access
Taxation Set to Expire
by Julia Pulidindi
National League of Cities

The Internet Tax Freedom Act (ITFA) is set to expire
on October 1, and the National League of Cities (NLC ) is
fighting to ensure that any further preemption of taxation of
Internet access remains temporary. ITFA is a moratorium that
prohibits state and local governments from taxing access to
the Internet (ie Internet subscriptions).
When ITFA first became law in 1998, the Internet
was very new and to encourage its widespread use, Congress
opted to preempt state and local governments from assessing a
tax on the access component of the service. At the time, 10
states already had an Internet access tax in place so were
grandfathered in and allowed to maintain them. Since then, the
ITFA moratorium has been extended 4 times, the most recent
being last December when Congress extended it to October 1,
2015.
Earlier this year, both the House and the Senate
introduced versions of ITFA, the Permanent Internet Tax
Freedom Act, PITFA (H.R. 235/S. 431) that would
permanently extend the tax moratorium, as well as repeal the
grandfather clause. The termination of the grandfather clause
would result in a loss of almost $500 million in the seven
states that still tax Internet access (since 1998, 3 states have
repealed their Internet access tax.)
Despite opposition from NLC, on June 9, the full
House passed H.R. 235, setting a process in motion that would
permanently block state and local governments from
collecting hundreds of millions of dollars in potential revenue.
The legislation now awaits action in the Senate. NLC
continues to lobby against a permanent moratorium.
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE
To check the municipal job opportunities click on

http://nmml.org/classifieds/positions-available/
Munis . . .

continued from page 1

and their total par value is just over $3.6 trillion.
• If the federal tax exemption for municipal bonds were repealed, state and local governments would have paid $714 billion
in additional interest expenses between 2000 and 2014. For a typical bond issue, this would mean $80-$210 in additional interest
expenses per $1,000 of borrowed money.
Infrastructure funding is one of the most critical functions of state and local governments in the United States. Together,
these levels of government are the main funders of the public sidewalks, roads, highways, bridges, and mass transit systems that
Americans use to travel to work each day, as well as the public schools, colleges, and universities in which our future workforce is
educated.
Tax-exempt municipal bonds, a fundamental feature of the United States tax code since 1913, provide a low-risk, costeffective financing tool for the construction of infrastructure projects that are the lynchpin of the U.S. economy, improving quality of
life, creating jobs, and sustaining economic development.
About ICMA
ICMA, the International City/County Management Association, advances professional local government worldwide. The
organization’s mission is to create excellence in local governance by developing and fostering professional management to build
sustainable communities that improve people’s lives. The management decisions made by ICMA's members—including 9,500
appointed city, town, and county leaders and other individuals—affect millions of individuals living in thousands of communities
throughout the world, from small villages and towns to large metropolitan areas.
About GFOA
The Government Finance Officers Association is a membership and training organization founded in 1906 to educate
members and be a resource on government financial and leadership issues. GFOA’s 18,000+ members are the finance officers of state
and local governments nationwide.
For more information, contact Elizabeth Kellar, Associate Director, ICMA; ekellar@icma.org, (202) 962-3611
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