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New Mexico League of Zoning Officials
Annual Meeting/Workshop
It’s time to make plans to attend the Fall 2016 Annual Meeting/Workshop
of the NMLZO. It will be held in Santa Fe on September 14‐16 at the Drury
Plaza Hotel, 828 Paseo de Peralta, www.druryhotels.com.
You can download a copy of the meeting booklet and the separate registra‐
tion form from the NMML website at www.nmml.org/subsections/zoning
officials. The meeting booklet contains the preliminary program and hotel
information.
This upcoming Meeting/Workshop will offer an interesting line‐up of timely
issues as indicated on the preliminary program.

By Clyde “C.B” Strain

To everyone of the New Mexico League of
Zoning Officials a.k.a. my fellow “Zoners”:
As my term as President comes to a close, I
would like to thank each and every one of
our members for making my term as President a very special and rewarding experience that I will always remember. Filling
Mr. Vonderhaar’s shoes was certainly no
easy feat but I hope I at least was able to
make a mark as he certainly did. I also need
to especially thank Linda and Mariah and all
of the NMML staff for helping me along.
You guys are awesome and the NMLZO
would certainly be lost without you.
What we all do in our professions doesn’t
come easy nor is it going to make any of us
rich, but the reward comes in seeing our
communities develop and grow, and knowing that we all had a hand in making that
happen is satisfying in and of itself. So when
your frustration meter hits the red and it
feels like you’re just spinning your wheels,
just remember that you have brothers and
sisters in arms that are here to support you
and help you along. That is what makes our
Association so great is that we all can relate
to each other’s struggles and victories.
It has been an honor serving as your President for the last two years and as I pass the
torch to President-Elect Michael Garcia, I
will continue to represent our Association in
the best way possible. Adios!!!
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Local boxing club receives approval from county P&Z
By Julia M. Dendinger, News-Bulletin Assistant Editor (Valencia County)
After nearly three hours of testimony and discussion, the county planning and zoning commissioners granted a conditional-use permit to a local youth
boxing club on a 3-2 vote.
That decision allows TNT Boxing to operate at the
2.33 acres, zoned Rural Residential-2, on Sandhill
Road the owners purchased earlier this year. There
is currently a 2,200-square-foot barn on the property, which the club has renovated, but has no utilities.
In his motion to approve the conditional-use permit,
Commissioner Frank Gurule included the caveat
that the club have all the utilities — potable water,
septic and electricity — completed and operational
within one year.
Any appeal of the commission’s decision has to be
filed with the county by end of business, July 13.
Commissioner Leroy Baca, who cast one of the
“no” votes, said in looking at the intent of the county’s RR-2 zoning, it wasn’t amenable to the kind of
use proposed by TNT.
“I feel bad and want to vote for this but it just
doesn’t fit when I look at this document,” Baca
said. “How can it be compared to a school? It
doesn’t really relate.”

With members from every part of Valencia County,
TNT has been around since 2007, said boxing coach
David Adame.
On average, there are 15 to 25 youth at the facility,
from 5:30 to 7 p.m., Monday through Thursday, he
said, but if practice is canceled, it will be made up
on one of the other days.
Adame said the organization plans to have a water
well and septic system installed by the end of July,
after the club finishes its major annual fundraiser,
selling fireworks in the village of Los Lunas; however, electricity will have to wait.
“There’s no easement between the two properties,
so we will have to put in poles, which I’ve been told
is $10,000 to $20,000,” he said.
Fr. Robert Mundy, the vicar at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Los Lunas, was one of more than a
dozen people who spoke highly of the club’s support of the county’s youth.
The priest called TNT “a dynamic family. This is a
much deeper organization than just a club. They
have come together and formed a family.
“I know in our lives, we don’t have control of who
is going to be our neighbor,” Mundy said. “You are
getting good neighbors.”

The club’s application for a conditional-use permit
exposed a deficiency in the county’s zoning laws.

A member of TNT since she was 13, Desiree Duran
came from a broken home.

Community Development Director Jacobo Martinez
said while researching how to categorize the club,
he found that while the ordinance defines a club or
lodge, which he considered TNT to be, it was absent from any zoning category.

“I had a lot of anger and through that anger I made a
lot of bad decisions,” Duran said. “The club helped
me grow and become a better person. I used to be
addicted to pain killers. The club got me through
some hard times, when I had nothing to look forward to.”

“There are permissive, conditional and prohibited
uses in all our zones, from residential to industrial,”
Martinez said. “In a residential zone, a school or
day care is a permissive use but there is no specific
category for a club or lodge.”
Martinez said he wrote an interpretive memo, which
was reviewed by the county attorneys, which determined that a club or lodge was similar in character and impact to a school, and TNT Boxing should
come to the planning and zoning commission to request a conditional use.
THE ZONING STONE

Duran said being a part of TNT helped her graduate
from high school and recently, college.
Other club members testified that being in TNT had
turned their lives around, giving them something to
do other than drugs, teaching them respect and discipline and being a positive influence in their lives.
Cruz Munoz, with YDI, said the county needs programs like TNT Boxing.
…continued on next page…
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“We must have these intervention programs.
These are not young people we need to be afraid of,
trying to make something of themselves,” Munoz
said. “This is who needs our support. Our youngsters need an outlet as a means to reenergize their
young lives in a positive way, and TNT provides
this.”
Many of the residents in opposition said they supported and admired the program, but didn’t think it
fit the character of the rural residential neighborhood, arguing they wanted to preserve the smallfarm lifestyle of the area.
Becky Dakin and her husband, Ted Christman,
bought the property immediately to the north of
TNT Boxing three years ago. Dakin said their bedroom wall was 107 feet from the barn, where the
boxing club trains.

they are doing but where they are conducting these
activities.”
Christman called TNT a “phenomenal program” but
objected to the operation of a business in a rural residential area.
“The reason we oppose this is we don’t think it belongs where it’s at,” Christman said. “If they move,
I will take money out of my wallet and support
them. I think it’s a great program.”
Neighbor Tom Ross said he was concerned allowing a club in an RR-2 zone would set a precedent.
“This is obviously a wonderful program and the
question is not whether it’s a good club or a bad
club, but whether it’s compatible with an RR district,” Ross said. “Can anyone have a club anywhere?”

Adame said what he was hearing from those in op“I greatly admire what they are doing; they have a
position was, “Yeah, go for it but go somewhere
tremendous heart for children,” Dakin said. “The
else. If you’re willing to help us out, help us out.
major problem is their lot is only 160 feet wide.
You’ve talked about wanting to preserve the area
Everything they do impacts our home and property
and land, but for who if not the kids?”
tremendously. My husband and I can’t spend eveSubmitted By Kerrie Maes
nings on our patio. Our concerns are not with what
______________________________________________________________________________

RENEW OR SIGN-UP FOR NMLZO MEMBERSHIP
By Linda Alire-Naranjo, Program Development & Training Director
New Mexico Municipal League

In order to be eligible to run for the NMLZO Board of Directors, or to serve on any Committee, or to vote on any issue,
or to apply for scholarships, or to acquire certification and recertification, etc., you must be a full dues paying member
of the NMLZO for Fiscal Year 2016-2017.
In July, the New Mexico Municipal League sent renewal statements for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 NMLZO Membership
dues. If you have not received a statement, please consider joining or renewing your membership by filling out the
NMLZO membership application and sending it soon to the NM Municipal League Office with your check payable to
the NMLZO.
If you are unsure whether your Membership Dues Renewal Invoice of July 1, 2016 was paid or whether you are a
member or not, please refer to the current Membership List to see if your name is on it. Act Fast! Complete the
NMLZO membership application form if your name does not appear on the Membership List.
SPECIAL NOTE: If you know someone who may be interested in joining, please feel free to sign them up! Don’t forget, you can accumulate points toward your certification for membership recruitment.
A NMLZO Membership list and Application form can be obtained on-line at www.nmml.org click on Subsections
then on Zoning Officials.
Should you have any questions, please call me at 800-432-2036, Ext. 513.
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City withdraws zoning request for station
By Dan McKay / Journal Staff Writer
Monday, April 11th, 2016 at 12:02am

Copyright © 2016 Albuquerque Journal

Mayor Richard Berry’s administration plans to
withdraw its request for a zoning change to build
a garbage transfer station in the North Valley,
near Edith and Comanche NE.
But the city will still pursue the project under the
zoning already in place, which allows manufacturing and similar uses.
David Wood, president of the Greater Gardner
Neighborhood Association, called the withdrawal a “partial victory” for opponents of the transfer station.
But he said it came only after residents endured
thousands of dollars in legal costs to hire an attorney to review the plan on their behalf. City
officials would have faced tough technical questions in the Environmental Planning Commission hearing, Wood said.
“We just covered them up with legal issues and
unresolved factual issues,” he said. “I think it
was in their best interest to withdraw.”
Michael Riordan, the city’s chief operations officer, said it isn’t clear what the next step is. The
city is asking the Environmental Planning

Commission, an appointed body that reviews
development requests, for permission to withdraw its earlier request for a zoning change and
site-development plan for the project, he said.
The commission meets on Thursday.
Riordan said a land-use hearing officer indicated
the project can be considered under the manufacturing zoning already in place at the site, so
the city will pursue that option.
“The project is far too important not to continue,” Riordan said.
The proposal is aimed at saving the $2.5 million
to $4.5 million a year in fuel costs. Instead of
driving out to the West Side landfill, garbage
trucks would drop off the trash they collect at
the transfer station.
Larger trucks would then collect and carry the
trash out to the West Side.
There’s been intense opposition from North Valley residents. They raised questions about the
smell, traffic and other environmental concerns.
Submitted by Ron Vonderhaar

=====================================================================

Earning Continuing Certification Program (CCP) Points
Congratulations on earning your CZO! We all know the effort and dedication it takes to achieve NMLZO certi‐
fication. Once you have it, you really want to keep it. The Continuing Certification Program (CCP) allows you
to do just that. IMPORTANT: Each Certified Zoning Official (CZO) must renew their Certification status within
each four year period.
It’s never too soon to start earning CCP points to use toward certification renewal, and there are LOTS of
ways to do so. Refer to point values and activities listed at www.nmml.org/Subsections/ZoningOfficials, Con‐
tinuing Certification Program.
Things you can do right now to build up your points include finding sponsors, exhibitors, collecting items for
raffle or silent auction, or submitting an article for the newsletter.
In the bigger picture, consider serving on the Board or on the District Representative Committee (DRC). You
can speak with any Board or Committee member for more information about the commitment, and the re‐
wards, of serving the NMLZO Membership.
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ATTENTION 2011

& 2012 CZO’S:

RENEW NOW TO AVOID LOSING YOUR CERTIFICATION!!
As you know, if you’re currently a Certified Zoning Official (CZO), you must renew your Certification status within each four year period. NOTE: Check your framed CZO certificate
for the expiration date listed at the bottom to determine when your four year period expires.
See below.

URGENT: Certification for the CZOs with 2015 Expirations has lapsed,
and the NMLZO Board of Directors is offering you one last “grace period”. Those with 2016 Expirations are required to renew their certification this year. Therefore, those with expired certifications and those
with December 2016 expiration, must fill out the Continuing Certification
Application and return it with accompanying documents along with the
application fee before or by December 1, 2016 or sooner. The application
and
information
can
be
found
http://nmml.org/subsections/zoningofficials.

on

the

NMLZO

webpage

at

Either mail, email or fax your application, verification documents and fee to:
Linda Alire-Naranjo
New Mexico Municipal League
P.O. Box 846, Santa Fe, NM 87504-0846
Email: lalire@nmml.org
Fax: 505-984-1392
1-800-432-2036, Ext. 513
NOTE: After you’ve submitted your information, be sure to contact Linda via email or by
phone to let her know that your packet has been sent. Should you have any questions, also contact Linda.

IMPORTANT!
FAILURE TO RENEW THIS YEAR MEANS YOUR CERTIFICATION WILL BE
DROPPED. In order to reinstate it, you will be required to apply for Basic Certification
which means accumulating 100 points as opposed to 50 points for certification renewal
through the Continuing Certification Program.
Please take advantage of this last “grace period” to renew your Certification!
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ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR
NMLZO BASIC CERTIFICATION?
By:

Linda Alire-Naranjo
Program Development & Training Director
New Mexico Municipal League

Every educational program of the NMLZO is not only a valuable learning and networking opportunity but also a step closer to fulfilling your requirements to become
an NMLZO Certified Zoning Official (CZO).
If your attendance at the NMLZO Annual Meeting/Workshop on September 14-16 in
Santa Fe will be considered your fourth NMLZO Workshop and you meet all of the
other criteria in order to be eligible to receive your Certification then NOW IS
THE TIME to fill out the Certification Application. Review the application and if
you determine that you meet all of the criteria, fill out the application and make
note that you will be completing your fourth workshop in September.
If you would like to become certified during the upcoming September Workshop,
please submit your application and back-up documents before or by Wednesday,
August 24th by sending it to my attention. IMPORTANT NOTE that if you do not
submit all of the required back-up documents by this deadline, it may delay your certification.
You can also apply at any point in time after the September Annual

Meeting/Workshop to become certified. However, you will not be recognized in
front of your peers until the next NMLZO Meeting in May 2017.

Certification eligibility is based on a 100 point system of which 30 points are for attendance at four NMLZO Workshops. Upon submittal of your application, and after
review and approval, you may be able to receive your prestigious Certified Zoning
Official (CZO) designation during the September Workshop. Should you have any
questions regarding the application and your eligibility, contact me at lalire@nmml.org or at 800-432-2036, extension 513.
The certification application with criteria is on-line at the NMML website at
www.nmml.org, click on Subsections then Zoning Officials.
SPECIAL NOTE: In order to be eligible for certification, you must be a Member of the NMLZO. A NMLZO Membership Application form can be obtained online at www.nmml.org, click on Subsections then on Zoning Officials.
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Accessory dwelling units: what they are and why people build them
Submitted by Loretta Hatch

Recently there have been a lot of questions asked about accessory dwelling units. Currently the Village of
Bosque Farms is looking into how to deal with them as well. In my research for information on ADU’s I
ran across this website and thought I would share it with you all. https://accessorydwellings.org
If any of you have information you would like to share with me or others, please send me an email at
pzadmin@bosquefarmsnm.gov.

An Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is a really simple and old idea: having a second small dwelling right on the same grounds (or attached to) your regular single-family house, such as:
 an apartment over the garage
 a tiny house (on a foundation) in the backyard
 a basement apartment
Here are two examples, one above a garage and the other a small cottage.

Regardless of its physical form (backyard cottage, basement apartment, etc.), legally an ADU is
part of the same property as the main home. It cannot be bought or sold separately, as a condominium or a dwelling on wheels might be. The owner of the ADU is the owner of the main home. (For
an extremely rare exception see here).
Though accessory dwellings are an old idea (think of the old alley apartments in DC, or the carriage houses you see in fine old Seattle homes), they fell out of favor in the middle of the 20th century. Now, however, they’re coming back, and they have lots of names. Planners call them ADUs
(Accessory Dwelling Units), but they’re also known as granny flats, in-law units, laneway houses,
secondary dwelling units, and a hundred other names. ADUs can be tiny houses, but tiny houses
aren’t always ADUs.
People build them for lots of reasons, but the most common goals, according to one study, are
gaining income via rent and housing a family member.
…continued on next page…
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Flexibility in housing makes sense for environmental, lifestyle, and financial reasons. Though
many people buy houses and live in them for decades, their actual needs change over time. But the
way that houses are currently built doesn’t reflect those changes, especially the way households
may spend decades with just 1 or 2 members. Many American houses are too big for 1- or 2person households, which is too bad, because size is probably the biggest single factor in the environmental impact of a house.
If you have a reasonably sized house, and an even more reasonably sized ADU, you’ve likely got a
pretty green combination with some social benefits as well. You could have your best friend, your
mother, or your grown kid, live with you. This kind of flexibility and informal support could really help as the nation’s population ages. Most people want to stay in their homes as they age, but
finances and design can be problematic. An ADU could help aging people meet their needs without moving.
In many localities you can get legal rental income from a permitted ADU, or, if you want, you can
live in the ADU and rent out the other dwelling. That should add a lot of flexibility to finances.
So that’s the potential this form of housing has. Here on this site we’re going to focus on real
ADU stories and data-driven research to figure out if ADUs are living up to that promise. We’re
also going to recognize that ADUs are major construction projects, and do what we can to guide
you through design, financing, permitting, and so forth. We hope it helps.

Submitted by Loretta Hatch
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Chickens, goats OK’d by Rio Rancho council
By Katy Barnitz / Journal Staff Writer

Chickens and goats may soon be frolicking in a Rio Rancho yard near you after city councilors on Wednesday approved an ordinance permitting the critters in lots of a certain size.
The ordinance goes into effect 10 days after its adoption.
As approved, the ordinance allows up to seven hens or
immature roosters in lots of at least a half-acre in both estate residential and single-family residential zones. The
birds’ enclosure must be kept 15 feet from property lines
and in a backyard.
The ordinance allows up to three goats of any kind on lots
of at least one acre in estate residential zones, Peter Wells,
assistant city manager, said. And in single-family residential zones, up to three pygmy or Nigerian dwarf goats that
are dehorned and neutered are permitted on lots of any
size.
Councilors Marlene Feuer and David Bency voted no
Wednesday, just as they did at the first reading of the ordinance.
Bency voiced concern over whether the ordinance restrictions could be enforced, reading aloud several pieces
of the ordinance, including a section that requires that
birds are fed uncontaminated, age-appropriate food.
“My concern is this: We might be creating a cobweb law
here, a law with a lot of rules and it’s not enforceable, it’s
not inspectable,” Bency said.
In response, City Manager Keith Riesberg said it is incumbent upon chicken- and goat-owning citizens to ensure that they’re in compliance with the ordinance. He
said that code enforcement will get involved when complaints arise or when officers notice problems while conducting other business.
Capital projects
Also at the meeting Wednesday, councilors voted unanimously in favor of the first reading of an ordinance authorizing a loan to fund the replacement of a more than
45-year-old wastewater treatment plant.
The ordinance allows the city to take out a loan with the
state Finance Authority of up to $65 million, which will
both fund improvements to the city’s water and
wastewater utility system and refinance outstanding bonds
and loans of the utility system.
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The debt will not cause an increase to water or wastewater
rates.
A portion of the loan proceeds will fund the design and
construction of a new Wastewater Treatment No. 1, located near Intel, the ordinance explains. Funds will also cover the cost to complete Lift Station No. 10, currently under
construction near N.M. 528 and Southern. The current
estimated cost of both projects is $25.5 million.
In addition to the costs of those projects, the loan will allow for the refinancing of multiple outstanding bonds and
loans to achieve interest rate and cash flow savings.
“Sounds like a win-win for the city finances there and a
prudent use of taxpayer dollars,” Mayor Gregg Hull said.
Though replacement of the deteriorating wastewater plant
was first discussed by the Governing Body in September
2015, two dissenting votes stopped a move to issue a $25
million bond, which under state law must be approved by
at least five members of the Governing Body, according to
news stories covering that meeting.
After approving the ordinance’s first reading, the council
voted unanimously to submit the loan application to the
New Mexico Finance Authority. The ordinance will go
before the council at its next meeting for a second reading.
The Finance Authority will review and consider the city’s
application for financing at the end of the month, Wells
said.
The council also made progress on a project to reconstruct
Southern Boulevard.
They voted unanimously to award a $1.4 million contract
to Wilson & Company for the final design of the Southern
Boulevard reconstruction.
Utilities director and acting director of the Public Works
Department Scott Sensanbaugher said approval means the
city is in the design phase on the Southern Boulevard project and that as soon as funds are ready, the city can find a
contractor and get started on the project.
“When the federal money for this project becomes available in October of next calendar year, we’re out to bid and
we’re rebuilding this road,” Sensanbaugher said.
Submitted by Ron Vonderhaar
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Santa Fe raises cap on vacation rentals
By T. S. Last / Journal Staff Writer
Published: Thursday, May 12th, 2016 at 1:28pm
Updated: Thursday, May 12th, 2016 at 4:25pm

SANTA FE—More homes and apartments will legally be available as short-term rental units in Santa Fe after the
City Council unanimously voted late Wednesday to nearly triple the number allowable under a city ordinance and
leaving room to add more.
The original ordinance limited the number of short-term rental permits to 350, but a new version introduced by
City Councilor Joe Maestas and sponsored by Mayor Javier Gonzales and Councilor Peter Ives increases the limit
to 1,000. But the legislation allows the City Council to increase the limit “whenever demand for short-term rental
units exceeds the number permitted.”
An amendment added Wednesday after more than two hours of discussion requires a public hearing to be held
before the council considers increasing the limit.
The city acknowledged since the ordinance first passed in 2008 hundreds of short-term rentals have been operating illegally and that it did not have the resources to regulate what was becoming a blossoming cottage industry
capitalizing on Santa Fe’s appeal as a tourist destination.
The action taken by the City Council adds two full-time positions to the Land Use Division, one for code enforcement and another to serve as program manager while also performing code enforcement duties.
Currently, the city employs one person to handle code enforcement.
The same year the city first passed the ordinance Airbnb came online and other services found on the Internet
emerged, opening the door for property owners to cushion the impact of the recession by renting rooms, homes,
apartments and casitas. Though difficult to measure, Randy Randall, executive director of Tourism Santa Fe, said
as many as 1,200 such units were being offered as short-term rental units. As a result, the city was missing out on
perhaps millions of dollars of lodgers’ and gross receipt taxes annually.
The proposed 2016-2017 budget City Manager Brian Snyder submitted last month indicated the city expects to
collect an additional $1 million through fees and taxes. A study commissioned by the city government last year
estimated the city was losing up to $2.1 million in lodgers taxes annually from unlicensed short-term rentals, and
that associated uncollected GRT could be between $500,000 and $2.5 million.
…continued on next page…
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City officials then said that study made some “aggressive assumptions.” At that time, it was estimating it was losing out on $672,000 in lodgers taxes, $195,000 in license and permitting fees, and nearly $800,000 in GRT, a total
of about $1.66 million.
Maestas said the idea behind the ordinance wasn’t to collect additional revenue, even as the city is working to
close a projected $15 million budget deficit next year. He said the influence of the online services vastly changed
the landscape and “we’re just trying to catch up.”
Mayor Gonzales agreed, saying the shared economy has gotten ahead of legislation. He said the purpose was to
“create a level playing field” for the short-term housing market, “bringing it out of the shadows.”
However, he agreed with some members of the public that the short-term rental market had a negative impact on
the affordable housing market in Santa Fe by reducing the inventory. He said it was his hope that some of the additional revenue the city raised under the revised ordinance could be directed to affordable housing program.
While the council’s vote was unanimous, sentiment was divided among the roughly 18 people who spoke during a
public hearing beforehand.
Kurt Hill of the Santa Fe Association of Realtors said that group was supportive of the ordinance but had concerns
that the permits wouldn’t be transferable to the new owner when a home was sold.
Preston Ellsworth, who operates the youth hostel on Cerrillos Road, said he has had a favorable relationship with
Airbnb for several years. But he wondered if there was enough incentive for people to now begin following the
law.
“I see a lot of stick in the proposed ordinance, but I don’t see a lot of carrot,” he said.
Anyone found in violation of the ordinance is subject to a fine of up to $500, increasing to $250 per day if not
corrected after two weeks.
Christine McHugh said she has been an Airbnb host for about a year. She said she’s grateful for the opportunity to
serve as a host and do it legitimately.
But others argued that the short-term rentals were hurting the city.
John Pen La Farge said the units had “torn apart” the fabric of the neighborhood where he grew up, turning it into
a row of bed and breakfasts.
Bernice Rose told of having to fight with two landlords of short-term rental units near her home over problems
she had with noise and tenants breaking rules and complained about the lack of enforcement.
Karen Heldmeyer, a former city councilor, made several points, including the impact the short-term units had on
neighborhoods. “Don’t do this for Airbnb,” she said. “It should be for the people of Santa Fe.”
Thursday, she said by email: “The city got itself into this situation by failing to vigorously enforce the existing
law and allowing unpermitted (short-term rentals) to proliferate. And it does not look like enforcement of anything except revenue collection will be any better under the new ordinance.”

Submitted by Ron Vonderhaar
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Truth or Consequences
The Name and History of the City
The city's name, Truth or Consequences, was adopted in 1950,
but the history of the area reaches
back thousands of years.
Prehistoric people built early pit
houses and pueblo-type dwellings along the canyons emptying
into the Rio Grande. Native
Americans utilized the hot mineral springs that flowed naturally
from the ground where Truth or
Consequences is now located for
hundreds of years. Here, they
bathed, socialized and cared for
their wounds and ailments. Wellknown Apache leaders from every generation, including Victoria,
Cochise and Geronimo, are said
to have gathered here.
In 1598, the Spaniard Juan de
Onate moved northward through
New Mexico bringing Spanish
settlers to the area. Some of these
newcomers settled along the
creeks and rivers of the area to
farm fertile ground. They traveled
from farms and small villages to
bathe in the hot mineral water.
After the Apaches were subdued
in the 1800s, white settlers began
to come to the area to establish
ranches and mine the rich veins of
ore in the Black Range and other
nearby mountain ranges. They too
came to soak in the waters. The
first known structure in Hot
Springs was a small adobe bathhouse built in 1882 by cowboys
from the John Cross Ranch. The
first homestead entry in what is
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now downtown T or C was filed
in 1910 by Fount Sullivan.
From 1911-1916, Elephant Butte
Dam was being constructed. The
Dam was a government funded
project, and no businesses that
sold alcohol or allowed gambling
were allowed within a five-mile
radius of the construction site.
Hot Springs, just outside the fivemile marker, soon boomed with
saloons, gambling houses and
brothels amid the hot mineral bath
houses.
After the Dam was finished, several of the buildings and houses
from the construction site were
moved to the Hot Springs town
site. Population grew, more businesses were started, and before
long a town had grown up around
the hot mineral waters bubbling
out of the ground. Otto Goetz and
his family opened one of the first
stores. He later became the town
leader and promoter.
Carrie Tingly Children's Hospital,
now the State Veterans' Home,
was founded in 1939 to treat children with polio and other orthopedic problems. Their treatments included therapy in the hospital's hot
spring pool.
As doctors began advising ailing
patients to move south to warm
dry climates, more people in need
of healing arrived. Local practitioners became widely known for
their treatments. Famous healers

during the town's "City of Health"
days included Magnolia Ellis,
Doctor Dave and Dr. Edna White.
The city, located along the banks
of the Rio Grande and just off Interstate 25, has continued to grow
through the years. People like the
small town atmosphere, and the
mineral baths continue to draw
health-seekers and hot springs spa
enthusiasts. Recreational opportunities in the area are as abundant as the sunshine another plus
for the town once named Hot
Springs.
The Name
"Hello there! We've been
waiting for you" These words
were used each week by Ralph
Edwards to open his Truth or Consequences radio show, which began broadcasting in 1940. Little
did fans in Hot Springs, New Mexico know what those words would
eventually come to mean for them.
During a Truth or Consequences
broadcast in late 1949, Edwards
made an announcement: the
show's producers wanted to hear
from any town or city that would
be willing to change its name to
"Truth or Consequences." Of all
who expressed interest, only one
town would be selected. The publicity stunt was designed to celebrate the fact that the very popular, family oriented, humorous
program had been on the air — on
the same network, with the same
sponsor — for a full ten years.
Edwards promised the anniversary show would be broadcast
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from the chosen city and that a
team of national pressmen would
guarantee national publicity.
Edwards and his staff received
letters of interest from several
U. S. cities. The most interesting one came from Hot Springs,
NM. The show's producer, Ed
Baily, traveled to Hot Springs to
interview elected officials, citizens, and State Senator Burton
Roach, who was president of the
local Chamber of Commerce.
Bailey subsequently reported to
Edwards that the town centered
around hot mineral baths which
had benefited thousands suffering
from rheumatism, arthritis and the
like. He further reported on the
rehabilitation of crippled children
from all over New Mexico at Carrie Tingley Orthopedic Hospital,
built in 1939 to treat victims of
polio and other ailments.
In the opinion of Edwards and his
staff, this city was "the one." Edwards was known as one of the
country's foremost fund-raisers
for organizations that helped
those in need. With the help of his
popular show, he had raised millions for the March of Dimes, the
American Heart Association, and
the American Cancer Society, and
had helped build hospital wings
and schools. Edwards stated,
"Like the show, the city had the
inclination and the place for recreation, and the desire and means
of helping one's fellow man."
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But the final decision needed
to be approved by the town
residents. The name change
was put on a ballot and a formal vote took place on March
31, 1950. Residents voted 1,294
for, 295 against.

weekend in May. Then, a golf
tournament, parade, rodeo, and
other festivities take place around
town to celebrate the changes that
occurred because of the friendship
of Ralph Edwards.

The very next day, on April 1,
1950, the first Truth or Consequences Fiesta was staged with
some 10,000 people in attendance. A large parade was held
featuring Sheriff's posses’ and
groups from all over the state, El
Paso TX, and even Chihuahua
Mexico. As promised, the Truth
or Consequences radio show was
broadcast on NBC to the entire
U. S.

Submitted by Raymond Chavez

This day marked the beginning of
a completely unique relationship
between a man and a town. What
began as a handshake agreement
between Edwards and the town
fathers turned into a relationship
spanning five decades. Mr. Edwards and his friends visited "T
or C" annually for 50 years to celebrate Fiesta. The town name
stuck. Two more votes on the
name were held over the years,
and each time, Truth or Consequences won.
Edwards is now gone, but the
town still celebrated Fiesta annually. The Miss Fiesta Contest and
other activities lead up to the first
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New Mexico joining effort to rehabilitate historic theaters
By Russell Contreras / Associated Press
Updated: Monday, May 23rd, 2016 at 10:17am

This Sunday, May 22, 2016 photo shows the newly refurbished Shuler
Theater in downtown Raton. The theater is one of several in rural New
Mexico towns being revitalized thanks to a state initiative. (AP Photo/Russell Contreras)

RATON — For years, the Shuler Theater in this oncebooming New Mexico mining town sat empty in a desolate downtown. It had long passed its heyday as a hot spot
for Italian immigrants and Hispanic workers who visited
to take in a traveling show or a newly released movie.
But today the 101-year-old Raton venue again is attracting
audiences from as far as Trinidad, Colo., just across the
state line for variety shows and will soon be ready to
screen any Star Wars movie. That change comes as New
Mexico is joining other states in pushing an initiative to
revitalize downtown districts in isolated, small towns by
rehabilitating aging, historic theaters.
An economic development program, similar to efforts in
Iowa and Illinois, seeks to save the often-forgotten facilities like the Shuler Theater with help on refurbishing
buildings and grants for new digital projection and sound
equipment. With state funding, cities can develop new
business plans and retool theaters’ dusty interiors so they
can become main attractions in rural areas, New Mexico
Economic Development Department Secretary Jon Barela
said.

Barela said he came up with the idea about reviving theaters after visiting Raton’s Shuler Theater and learning
about planned renovations. Hours later, he was in Clayton
and hearing about the closing of its theater. Residents in
the northeastern New Mexico community would be forced
to travel around 80 miles to see a movie, he discovered.
Barela said he had no idea that similar publicly and privately funded programs were taking place in other states.
For example, the Iowa Economic Development Authority’s Iowa Downtown Resource Center announced last year
a pilot program aimed at rescuing performance venues in
historic buildings in seven rural communities. The Illinois
Historic Preservation Agency also has helped historic theaters like the 500-seat Phoenix Opera House in Rushville.
Ken Stein, president of the League of Historic American
Theaters, said a historic theater in a small city has the potential to sustain 27 full-time-equivalent jobs and generate
around $84,000 in revenue for state and local governments.
Bill Fegan, who helps run the Shuler Theater in Raton,
says the revamped venue is already helping the city’s
downtown. This week, a new Italian restaurant opened.
“We have people walking around downtown when we
have shows,” Fegan said. “It feels alive.”
Tabatha Lawson, executive director of Lovington Main
Street in Lovington, said the newly refurbished Lea Theatre is keeping residents in town for entertainment. “Some
residents are so excited because they remember coming
here as kids,” Lawson said. “And they end up telling us
about their first kiss.”

“These theaters are part of our history,” said Barela, who
went to a small theater in Las Cruces as a child. “They are
beautiful architectural gems and they are anchors of the
community.”
Since January 2013, the state has set aside around
$100,000 each for eight theaters, Barela said.
Like refurbished small theaters in other states, New Mexico officials believe reviving theaters in ranching towns
and small cities near American Indian reservations will
help create jobs in struggling downtown districts and
spark excitement in entertainment deserts. Some, such as
El Morro Theatre in Gallup, are located along the iconic
Route 66 next to the Navajo Nation while others, such as
the Lyceum Theater in Clovis, sit just across the New
Mexico-Texas state line.
The theaters serve as places audiences can take in a newly
released film or play.
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Submitted by Ron Vonderhaar
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Some recipes…from our home to yours

Sw__t Col[ Ri\s…By P[tri]k & Gin[ N__ly
Sweet Cola
Barbecue Sauce:











1 tablespoon vegetable oil
1 medium onion, finely
chopped
3 cloves garlic, finely
chopped
2 cups ketchup
1 can cola
1/2 cup apple cider vinegar
2 tablespoons brown sugar
1/2 tablespoon fresh ground
black pepper
1/2 tablespoon onion powder
1/2 tablespoon ground mustard
1/2 bl
l
j i

Dry Rub:








2 tablespoons salt
2 tablespoons
brown sugar
2 teaspoons garlic
powder
2 teaspoons onion
powder
1 teaspoon ground
cumin
1 teaspoon chili
powder
1 teaspoon black
pepper

For the sauce:


In a medium saucepan, over medium heat, add oil. Once heated, add the onion and garlic and saute until tender.
Add all the remaining sauce ingredients and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to a simmer and cook uncovered, stirring
frequently, for 1 hour 15 minutes.

For the dry rub:


Whisk all dry ingredients together in a small bowl. This can be stored up to 6 months in an airtight container.

For the ribs:





Rinse and dry ribs. Place on a clean cutting board, pull off the membrane and trim the ribs of excess fat. Liberally
season both sides of the ribs with rub. Wrap ribs with plastic wrap and refrigerate 4 to 12 hours so flavors can
permeate.
Preheat grill to 250 degrees F. using hickory and charcoal. Set up your grill for indirect heat.
Place ribs, meatier side down, on the grill away from the coals. Close grill cover. Cook the pork ribs for 1 hour 15
minutes; flipping several times for even cook. *Coat ribs with Sweet Cola Barbecue Sauce and cook for another
20 minutes.



*Reserve some of the sauce for dipping when the ribs are served.
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J.R. Logan Jul 14, 2016

Submitted by Michael Garcia
For two months, Sophia Sacks has been slinging tamales and veggie burgers out of a ‘67 Airstream trailer parked on a vacant lot near the
center of town.
Her food truck business, Neopasado, was an
affordable way to fulfill her dream to provide lowcost, healthy, locally grown food to the community.
Starting a food truck was way cheaper than
opening a restaurant. Even so, she’s barely
breaking even.
Sacks leases half the lot for $500 a month.
She’d love to see another food truck set up shop
on the empty pavement next door. Two would
bring more customers and add to the buzz, she
says.
“I’m sitting here on this big-ass lot,” Sacks says.
“What’s the deal?”
The deal is that the town’s previous regulations
only allowed one food truck per property. Rewriting that rule was a primary impetus for a major
overhaul of the rules that regulate itinerant vendors, including food trucks — mobile restaurants
on wheels that have long been a part of the cando, small-investment business spirit in Taos.
The town council unanimously passed the new
ordinance at a meeting July 12.
Town officials say they want to promote small
businesses and allow multiple food trucks to occupy a single property while ensuring these
“food parks” don’t become a public nuisance.
But some food truck operators and property
owners worry the additional rules that require
permanent utility connections and bathrooms
might make these parks prohibitively expensive.
Model ordinance
Two years ago, real estate broker Mark Yaravitz
went to the town with a plan to rent space for six
food trucks on an 18,000-square-foot corner of a
parking lot on the northwest corner of Paseo del
Pueblo and La Posta Road.
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Thanks to the one-truck-per-property rule, he
couldn’t. So he tried to convince the town to rewrite the ordinance. His request, plus other situations that called into question whether the existing ordinance really worked, prompted the
town to retool it.
Last month, town planners unveiled their proposal. The part of the Taos ordinance related to
food parks is modeled (in some cases almost
verbatim) on a similar code adopted by the city
of Beaverton, Oregon, last fall. John Miller, a
senior planner in Taos, pointed to Beaverton
when asked whether the town had modeled its
approach on existing rules.2
Beaverton is a city of 90,000 people that sits just
west of Portland. For years, leaders there said
they wanted to get in on the food truck action
they saw exploding just a few miles away. They
saw it as a way to reinvigorate their downtown
and keep residents in the area to eat.
Miller says Taos is a lot like Beaverton. Both are
adjacent to farmland and forest, and most people drive to get from place to place rather than
relying on public transportation. There are obviously differences, too, because Beaverton sits
right next to a major metropolitan area.
Miller, who recently lived in Portland, said in an
email that many of the food parks in the city
were “pretty hectic,” with no seating or bathrooms and problems with trash. Miller said the
Beaverton ordinance did a great job of limiting
these kinds of impacts while ensuring access for
disabled customers and requiring that the trucks
themselves look decent.
To allow food parks (also called “pods”) to proliferate, Beaverton had to repeal a law restricting
the number of trucks to one per property. They
also had to yank a requirement that allowed food
trucks to stay in one location for just seven
hours at a time.
The new rules did both of those things, but that
also added some requirements. Among them,
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food parks must now provide restrooms and
hand-washing facilities and connect to permanent water, electricity and city sewer (including
using a grease separator).
The ordinance approved by the Taos Town
Council this week has the same requirements,
but with some exceptions: Food parks of three
trucks or fewer can use porta-potties instead of
building permanent bathrooms. And park owners
may be allowed to use a grease-hauling service
in lieu of a grease separator.
‘Average Joe’
Beaverton’s new rules went into effect in September 2015. It wasn’t until February 2016 that a
property owner applied to set up a food park. He
backed off almost immediately when he found
out what it would cost.
Kent Drangsholt runs a flea market in an old
grocery store building in Beaverton. He told The
Taos News he wanted to set up six trucks on a
corner of his parking lot. “These carts are a lot of
fun and they create an aura,” Drangsholt says.
When he found out what the city requires, he
crunched the numbers and figured it would cost
$80,000 to get the park to code. That didn’t include building bathrooms, which he’d make
available inside his store.
For him, it’s too much of an initial investment for
something that has yet to bring in revenue.
“That’s not a model for the average Joe,”
Drangsholt says.
A local TV station covered Drangsholt’s story
and pointed out he was the first and only applicant so far. A few months later, the city offered
up $25,000 in a food park competition meant to
entice more interest. Applicants would submit
proposals for a food park downtown, and the city
would award the money to the winner. The city
got two applicants, including Drangsholt. He
wasn’t picked.
Instead, he plans to set up a park on a different
property outside the city limits, where the rules
are far less restrictive. He expects it to cost
about $9,000 to get it off the ground.
The Taos News was unable to reach anyone at
the Beaverton city government for an interview
before press time.
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Free-market approach
About 10 miles away, Ashlee Turner manages
Rose City Food Park in northeast Portland. She
says it’s the kind of place where people sit for
hours playing cards, having a couple of beers or
letting their kids play while they get some food.
The park is comfortable, she says. It offers a
covered seating area and bathrooms. Rent for a
food truck is $900, including utilities.
Her park falls somewhere in the middle of a
broad spectrum of variations that have emerged
in Portland. Turner says parks range from “a cart
in a crappy parking lot in a bad part of town” to a
brand-new, 4,000-square-foot pavilion that seats
450 people and is home to more than 25 food
trucks.
Portland has no specific rules for setting up food
parks. Food trucks are regulated to ensure they
meet health and safety codes, but anyone with a
parking lot can lease space without jumping
through any additional hoops.
“Ostensibly, they’re all on wheels and can move
at a moment’s notice,” says Steve Cohen, manager of food policy and programs for the Portland’s Bureau of Planning and Sustainability.
“So the site they are on has to meet all the requirements for being a parking lot. But beyond
that, the vehicles themselves are just that:
They’re vehicles. So any other building codes
don’t apply.”
The same is true in Austin, where the food truck
industry is booming. Starting in 2009, city officials spent 18 months meeting with vendors to
redraft their regulations.
After a lot of back and forth, city health inspector
Marcel Elizondo says the city and vendors settled on some basic rules: Trucks have to pay
sales tax and meet health codes, including
providing proof that they prepare their food in a
certified kitchen. And they must pass a fire inspection.
Trucks also have to be mobile (that is, not on
blocks), but they don’t have to move. Trucks
must come in once a year for follow-up inspections.
But when it comes to parking more than one on
a lot, the city pretty much lets them run loose.
Elizondo says there was some discussion about
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getting planning and zoning involved with food
parks, but it fell flat. “It was too much of a barrier
for a small business to get going,” he says. “Our
city council is very small business friendly, so
they didn’t want to impose more restrictions.”

tank to hold grease. “I could make it look nice
and hidden, Taos style, with a latilla fence and
tin roofs,” he says. If the lot was a success, he
could reinvest in the lot and make nicer amenities.

‘Taos style’.
In Taos, leaders say they’ll wait and see what
happens with the new rules in place.

That start-small approach might fit within the
new regulations, as long as he doesn’t have
more than three trucks on the lot.

“Let’s see if it attracts some people to build a
park,” said Mayor Dan Barrone when the ordinance was adopted. If not, Barrone and others
have said the rules can always be changed to
make more attractive options for developers.

For someone like Yaravitz, who wanted to put
six carts on the parking lot off La Posta, it would
be likely be a bigger investment.

The version of the code that passed this week
dropped some especially unpopular provisions
that had appeared in early drafts. Most notably,
food trucks won’t be required to vacate their licensed location for 30 days every year. In fact,
they won’t have to move at all as long as they
follow the rules. Also, the new ordinance expands zones in which food trucks can set up
shop.
Whether any property owners will come forward
with proposals for a food park remains unclear.
Dane Bigby owns a vacant lot on Siler Road,
where Sacks parks her Airstream. Bigby says
he’d like to see a second truck next to it – both
for the additional rent money and to give another
small business a start.

Property owner Roy Cunnyngham says he spent
$16,000 to run water and sewer to a food truck
that used to sit on his property in the Super
Save parking lot. That cart moved after town
officials said they couldn’t have permanent
structures next to the cart.
The actual costs would probably vary, depending on how far the proposed park was from existing utilities and just how fancy the permanent
bathroom would be.
Louis Fineberg, town planning director, estimated it would cost $500 a square foot to build a
permanent bathroom. He also said a “nonengineered estimate” for connecting to utilities
was about $5,000. At the July 12 meeting, Fineberg said the requirement was reasonable. “We
think it will look nicer, it will produce a nicer
product and be a little more permanent in nature,” he said.

Bigby, a contractor, imagines something simple:
a couple porta-potties and a place to sit, plus a.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR NMLZO MEMBERS
By Linda Alire-Naranjo, Program Development & Training Director - New Mexico Municipal League

In conjunction with this year’s NMLZO Annual Meeting/Workshop scheduled in Santa Fe, September 14-16, 2016, a
limited number of scholarships will be offered. There will be full scholarships that cover the registration fee and two hotel nights as well as partial scholarships that cover the registration fee only.
Recipient(s) will be expected to furnish their own transportation and meals if not included with the registration fee,
and lodging for those who obtain the partial scholarship.
For more details, the scholarship criteria and application will be available to all NMLZO Members online at the
NMML website at www.nmml.org, click on Subsections then Zoning Officials.
SPECIAL NOTE: In order to be eligible for a scholarship, you must be a current Member of the NMLZO.
Scholarships will also be available in conjunction with the NMLZO Semi-Annual Meeting/Workshop in May 2017.
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SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE…
FROM THE PAST TO THE PRESENT
Submitted by C.B. Strain

Zoning Changes and Their Impact

March 16, 1986

The longtime residents of the Santa Fe area of Placentia do not want to be pushed out by apartments! We
love our homes, and we want to be allowed to live out our lives in our homes without the threat of a bulldozer. As we have said at City Council meetings--if R-3 zoning (high density apartments, 25 units to an
acre) is such a great gift, give it to someone who wants it. We don't. MRS. VIOLA PLACENCIA Placentia

Chemicals Sway Vote On Zoning

December 4, 1986 | By Theresa Conroy, Special to The Inquirer

The Whitemarsh Township Planning Commission has recommended that a proposed pest-control business be prohibited from a residential area. The board voted by 5-0 last week to recommend that the township zoning hearing
board deny the application, by David V. Barry, for a variance for a house in the 900 block of East Hector Street. "I'm
not really ready to support that," said David Lansing, a member of the planning board. "I'm just not prepared to have
a chemical business in a residential (area).”

Zoning Changes, Homeless Shelters and Their Neighbors

April 9, 1992

The Santa Monica City Council wants to quietly change all of the local zoning so that at any location in any
neighborhood, homeless shelters can be constructed. The surrounding neighbors would have no say in
any aspect of the shelter's construction or its operation, and would be unable to appeal at any level, even
to the Planning Commission. Being so totally locked out of the decision process is extremely unfair and
dangerous to the families who would have to live next-door to one of these shelters.

Abolish Zoning?

November 19, 1996

Apparently having no original ideas relating to creating a viable zoning ordinance and not interested
in how other cities have resolved similar issues, Elizabeth Moule advocates eliminating the entire
concept of zoning (Ideas, Nov. 5). No doubt that zoning causes delays and results in increased costs.
However, the alternative is to eliminate community input and environmental protections in the development process. Uncontrolled growth results in streets constantly shaded by high-rise construction, street and sidewalk congestion caused by increased density, higher taxes to pay for infrastructure and a myriad other problems.

Anti-poverty zone leaves out L.A.'s poorest

April 6, 2014 | By Michael Finnegan, David

Zahniser and Doug Smith

In January, President Obama announced a block-by-block approach to relieving poverty in Los Angeles.
Federal money, he said, would pour into a newly created Promise Zone. The boundaries encompassed
crowded immigrant communities around MacArthur Park and Koreatown, as well as upscale areas of Hollywood and Los Feliz. Left out was South L.A., where the poverty rate is higher. The exclusion stunned
many South L.A. leaders. The strategy, presidential aides said, was to concentrate resources in communities where nonprofits or public agencies had already received one of the Obama administration's signature
urban renewal grants.

City: Luxury apartments will sit empty until developer complies with
zoning deal June 8, 2016
A top Philadelphia zoning official said Monday that tenants will not be allowed to move into a luxurious
new Delaware waterfront apartment building unless the developer includes 25 affordable units as promised - or offers a suitable alternative, such as ground-floor retail, public art, or a contribution to the city's
Housing Trust Fund. The developer of One Water Street, PMC Property Group, took the Kenney administration by surprise recently when it asked to be released from an inclusionary housing deal that it cut
with the city in 2014.
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Your Vote Counts!
By: Linda Alire-Naranjo
Program Development & Training Director
New Mexico Municipal League

The New Mexico League of Zoning Officials Annual Meeting/Workshop will be held on September 14-16 in Santa Fe. During the Business Meeting on September 16th, the Election of the
Board of Directors will take place. You will receive by regular postal mail an Election packet
that includes the form for any NMLZO Member to either declare candidacy or to nominate a person for the Board. Included in this packet is also a Proxy Vote form that is to be used by any
NMLZO Member who will not be able to attend the September Meeting. If you did not receive
the Election packet, please obtain it from the NMML website at www.nmml.org, click on Subsections then Zoning Officials. For questions, contact Linda at the NM Municipal League Office
by email at lalire@nmml.org or at 800-432-2036.
The membership is encouraged to attend the September Business Meeting to cast your vote.
However, if you cannot attend then you can designate another NMLZO Member to vote on your
behalf by filling out the proxy vote form on the next page 22 or the one on-line contained in the
Election Packet.
The NMLZO Constitution, Article IV. Membership, Section 2. Voting Rights, states the following: “Each individual full member whose dues are current shall be allowed one (1) vote on each
matter submitted to the NMLZO. A full member may designate, in writing to the Executive
Committee, another full member or associate member to cast that full member’s vote by proxy.
Each full group membership shall have one vote. A group-voting member shall be designated by
the group and shall notify the Executive Committee in writing. Associate and honorary members
shall not be granted voting privileges.”
REMINDER: In order to be eligible to run for the NMLZO Board of Directors, or to serve on
any Committee, or to vote on any issue, or to apply for scholarships, or to acquire certification
and recertification, etc., you must be a full dues paying member of the NMLZO. The New
Mexico Municipal League recently sent out renewal statements for Fiscal Year 2016-2017
NMLZO Membership dues. If you have not received a statement, please consider joining or renewing your membership by filling out a membership application form and send it real soon to
the NM Municipal League Office with your check payable to the NMLZO.
The Election Packet and the Meeting Booklet containing the preliminary program and hotel information along with the separate Registration Form were recently mailed. Please locate them
for your use. NOTE: These documents and a Membership List and a Membership Application
form are all on the NMML website at www.nmml.org, click on Subsections then Zoning Officials.

THE ZONING STONE

Page | 21

NEW MEXICO LEAGUE OF ZONING OFFICIALS
A SUBSECTION OF THE NEW MEXICO MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

ANNUAL MEETING
September 14-16, 2016
Drury Plaza Hotel – Santa Fe
-SERIES FIFTEEN – WORKSHOP TWOThe NMLZO Board of Directors Election will be held on September 16th during the
Business Meeting. If you decide that you would like to vote but cannot be present to vote, you must complete and return the Proxy Voting Form below
stating to the current Executive Committee (Officers) who you designate to cast
Election
of Board
of Directors
your
vote at the Business
Meeting.

PROXY VOTE FORM

I/We
, being a paid
member/paid group member in good standing, and fully eligible
to vote in the NM League of Zoning Officials Board Member
Election, hereby fully authorize
to vote on my/our behalf for the September 16, 2016 Election.

Signature

Either have your Designee bring this Proxy Form to the Annual
Meeting OR RETURN THIS FORM BY September 1, 2016 TO:
Ron Vonderhaar, CZO, Chair - NMLZO Nominating Committee
Impact Fee Coordinator – City of Albuquerque
600 2nd Street, NW, Suite 201, Albuquerque, NM 87102-1293
(505) 924-3984  FAX # (505) 924-3967
Email: rvonderhaar@cabq.gov
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Congratulations to the NMLZO’s Newest CZO’s!
NMLZO Semi-Annual Meeting/Workshop – May 4-6, 2016 – Las Cruces
New Certified Zoning Officials (CZOs) pictured with NMLZO President C.B. Strain as he
proudly presented them with their framed CZO certificates: Janine Divyak of Dona Ana County
(top left), Robert Gomez of Deming (top right), Loretta Hatch of Bosque Farms (center), Brian
Valdez of Los Alamos (bottom left), and Gina Gentile of Deming (bottom right).
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Santa Fe city, county form film office; former
Richardson aide hired
By T. S. Last / Journal Staff Writer
Published: Wednesday, June 29th, 2016 at 1:18pm
Updated: Wednesday, June 29th, 2016 at 6:55pm

SANTA FE — Santa Fe County and the city of Santa Fe are joining forces to create a regional Santa Fe
Film Office “to grow and support film, television and digital media production” in the area, according to a
joint press release.
The office, to be headed by Eric Witt, a former deputy chief of staff for ex-Gov. Bill Richardson, will also
work toward promoting economic development to include expanding high-speed broadband Internet access, job programs, and transportation infrastructure, the announcement said
“The film industry is creative, dynamic, innovative and inclusive — it’s a perfect fit for Santa Fe,”
said Mayor Javier Gonzales, who last year formed an advisory commission on film and digital media.
“Santa Fe and New Mexico in general have already built a strong reputation as a growing center for film,
television and digital media. Working together through this new film office, with continued input from
the Mayor’s Advisory Commission and others, is the key to maximizing the benefits we can see in economic growth and job creation.”
“It fits our asset-base, our infrastructure development plans and other land use targets, and it provides an
increasing source of revenue and employment in our region,” added Miguel Chavez, chairman of the Santa Fe County Commission.
“Our goal is to continue to support and growth of these efforts, which offer tremendous opportunity and
pride for our citizens.”
County spokeswoman Kristine Mihelcic said the office will be located in the Bokum Building on W. Palace Avenue across the street from the county administration building and a few blocks from City Hall.
She said the film office’s budget is $300,000, which will be split 50-50 between the city and county.
Witt oversaw the development and expansion of the state’s film and media production from 2000 to 2010,
according to the release. His salary will be $105,000 per year. The office will formally open July 1, the
beginning of the fiscal year.
While Witt has already been hired, the office is designed to be staffed by one other person, Mihelcic said.
Witt was the representative of the Richardson administration in 2009 who took questions from the Journal
about a $10 million state grant for Santa Fe Studios, the film operation now open on N.M. 14 south of
town.
Gonzales, then the state Democratic Party chairman, served as spokesman for the studio project at that
point.
Submitted by Ron Vonderhaar
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Be Careful, When DRC Chair Kerrie
Maes is around with her camera..You
could be the victim of a…

SELFIE BOMB!!!
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Taos Company to Grow Solar Farm
By Barron Jones
SUN Staff Writer
Published:

Thursday, July 7, 2016 10:05 AM MDT
Driving through Rio Arriba County,
one hardly notices the ranches and
farms situated along the highways and
the County roads that make up the
Northern New Mexico landscape.
That will change for some of those
traveling on U.S. Highway 285 near
Tres Piedras, thanks to a measure recently approved by County regulators.
Planning and Zoning officials approved, June 3, Taos Green Energy
Inc.’s Conditional Use Permit application, to start the process of installing a
solar farm on property Keith Randall
owns. Randall also owns the company.
The 1-megawatt solar farm, or
power station, would be located on a
160-acre parcel spanning two counties. Two-thirds of the land is located
within Rio Arriba and the remaining
one-third is inside of Taos County.
When the project is complete, it will
produce enough power to heat a couple hundred homes.
Randall didn’t respond to requests
for comment as of press time.
Rio Arriba County Assistant Planner
Christopher White presided over the
administrative hearing he and Randall
attended. White recommended approving the request because it fit several of the goals set out in the Rio Arriba County Comprehensive Plan.
“As I mentioned, projects such as
these fit nicely within our Comprehensive Plan objectives,” White said. “We
are encouraging growth of solar in the
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County for both residential and commercial uses. This particular project is
a 1-megawatt solar farm, which will
generate enough power for upwards of
200 average households.”
Overall, the project complies with
three of the Comprehensive Plan’s
goals, according to the report White
compiled.
It meets the first goal by improving
community facilities and infrastructure
by “promoting the use of renewable
energy and reduction of greenhouse
gases,” the ninth goal of promoting
responsible land use because it “encourages renewable energy development while protecting the environment,” and the 12th goal by spurring
economic development through “renewable energy resource development
that is compatible with the surrounding community and does not negatively impact the environment.”
Some welcome the renewable energy a solar farm would produce because it could ultimately lead to the
energy companies relying less on fossil fuels like coal and natural gas to
produce the electricity they sell.
However, the approval did come
with several caveats. Randall or his
representative shall provide the County with a copy of a Solar Electric Purchase Agreement between Taos Green
Energy, LLC, and Kit Carson Electric
Cooperative Inc.
The company must also provide Planning and Zoning officials with two
…continued on next page…
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copies of engineering design plans and
obtain a Rio Arriba County business
license.
Kit Carson Electric Co-op Public Information Officer Andrew Gonzales
said the utility will purchase the electricity Randall’s farm produces at a
cost a bit above the utility’s avoided
cost, which is slightly more than $.04.
The push to establish more alternative
sources is a response to feedback the
utility got from its members.
“It is about members’ wants, desires and needs,” Gonzales said.
Randall will sell the electricity to Kit
Carson because the Tres Piedras farm
is in their coverage area.
Jemez Mountains Electric Cooperative General Manager Joseph Sanchez
confirmed the farm is outside of the
Jemez’s coverage area.
The deal also meshes nicely with a
new purchasing agreement Kit Carson
entered into with a Florida-based
wholesale electricity provider, Guzman
Energy Group.

The conditional approval also includes provisions designed to ensure
irreparable ecological harm is not being exacted on land around the proposed site.
“All disturbed soil and vegetation
resulting from the site work involved
with constructing the solar farm shall
be promptly stabilized and replanted
using native low growing plants species,” the report states. “Any clearing
of vegetation, grading and/or filling
exceeding a cumulative total of 3,000
square feet shall require submittal of a
Terrain Management Plan to the Planning & Zoning Department for review
and approval. No disturbances or alterations of existing drainage features
and patterns shall be permitted without an approved Terrain Management
Plan.”
However, the purchasing agreement criteria is somewhat unnecessary because federal law mandates
that a utility such as Kit Carson may
purchase electricity from a qualified
facility that has the power to produce
up to 80 megawatts, in accordance
with the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act.

Gonzales said the deal allows Kit
Carson to receive a higher percentage
of its electricity from an operation like
the one Randall is working to estabish.
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Revitalizing Farmington’s Main Street in the Downtown
Main Street in downtown Farmington is the heart of the community. Downtown Farmington was the social, business and commerce center for the community until the late
1970’s when the Animas Valley Mall was built on what was then the outskirts of town.
The 1970’s is also the time that Main Street was developed from a two lane road to a
four lane highway. Today the area still holds significance as the historic and cultural
center of the community. Several Plans including the 1997 Gruen Plan, the 2002 Farmington Comprehensive Plan, the 2009 Metropolitan Redevelopment Plan and the 2015
Revitalizing Main Street Plan have addressed the need to redesign and reconstruct
Main Street in the Farmington Downtown from Auburn on the west to Miller on the east.
This project was included on the Farmington’s ICIP by the City Council in July 2015 and
remains one of the City’s top five (5) projects. Downtown Farmington is also listed in
the National Register for Historic Places as of December 20, 2002.
Through an extensive public process, hosted by the City and the Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency with the consultants Dan Burden, Samantha Thomas and Michael
Wallwork (Blue Zones); the community expressed the desire to retrofit the corridor to
meet concepts of “Complete Streets”. The Blue Zones Team met with Farmington residents, civic leaders, City staff and property owners in the Downtown through two (2)
three day visits. A conceptual plan was development and enthusiastically embraced by
the community. The community expressed a desire for a safe, aesthetically pleasing,
fun destination PLACE for all modes of transportation in the Downtown. The NM State
Historic Preservation Office has reviewed the conceptual plans for Main Street in Downtown and advised “the plan will have no adverse effect on those qualities which make
the Farmington Historic District eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places and State Register of Cultural Properties.”
The Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency requested and City Council approved funding
to hire a consultant team for final design and construction drawings for the Downtown
Complete Streets Project. The Request for Proposals for the final design and construction drawings is scheduled to be announced in early August 2016. A well planned design that will reduce interruption to existing businesses and keep congestion to a minimum during construction will be required. The proposal will request a team including a
Professional Traffic Operations Engineer, a Landscape Architect and a professional with
an historic preservation background.
Entry Gateways and a Fingerpost sign for downtown have been designed, construction
drawings have been approved and funding has been provided. These will be included
in the project.
The Downtown Farmington Revitalization-Complete Streets Phase I multi-modal project
will reduce the driving lanes from four to two (10 foot travel lanes), allowing the incorporation of park assist lanes (6 feet), back-in angled parking on one side of the street, parallel parking on the other side of the street, landscaping and sidewalks. This design will
allow for shorter crosswalk lengths for all pedestrians (44 feet to 20 feet), create a park…continued on next page…
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like setting that will draw people downtown, and provide an atmosphere that encourages traffic to slow down. The park assist lanes are multi-purpose lanes that will allow
for bicyclists, assist drivers to move around left turning vehicles, and create a safety
zone for passengers opening car doors. The plan calls for four roundabouts, allowing
more efficient traffic flow, a decrease in fuel consumption (no more idling at a signal),
and an increase in overall safety. The redesign of Main Street as described will reduce
the speeds along Main Street to 20-23 miles per hour creating a safer environment for
vehicles, pedestrians and bicyclists. Improvements to electric, storm sewer, sanitary
sewer, and water utilities are also included in the revitalization project.
The slower paced traffic and narrower street design of Main Street will better connect
and integrate into the patterns established for the neighborhood to the north (Civic Center District). Currently the four lanes of traffic are designed to move vehicles through
the area. The redesign will create a walkable and vehicle connection to the street and
make Main Street a destination place for the neighborhood to live, work, stay and play.
The connection to Broadway to the south will also be strengthened by the design. The
roundabouts will be at the same intersections that are established at Broadway’s traffic
signals and the non-signalized intersections on Main will be at the same non-signalized
intersections on Broadway. The street pattern of Main Street will better reflect those established on Broadway.
Aesthetically the improvements in the conceptual plan for downtown will help to promote
economic vitality. Roundabouts give opportunities for landscaping and artwork. They
create a visual interest for citizens and visitors that suggest that they stop and take in
the sites. More pedestrians downtown will support current and new businesses making
the area economically viable. Providing more on street parking supports businesses as
well. Pedestrian amenities, such as corner bulb outs that reduce the distance traveled
to cross the street, promote shopping and strolling in downtown. Wider sidewalks create places for people to gather creating the synergy need for economic vitality.
The goal of this project is to provide for a business-friendly and walkable Downtown that
will accommodate all users (including pedestrians, bicyclists and vehicles) of all ages.
The plan is divert freight movement to locations in the City that are designed for these
heavy noisy vehicles, such as Murray which is a truck route. Main Street Downtown
should be a destination “PLACE” where people can gather, shop, eat and be entertained. Slowing traffic, adding landscaping that provides shade and appealing colors,
making it safer and easier for pedestrians to get from one side of the street to the other,
and keeping traffic noise to a minimum, are the elements that make a street a “PLACE”
where people want to be. When people want to be in that “PLACE”, businesses thrive
and economic growth happens. Farmington values its history and downtown exemplifies that history. Revitalization of downtown Main Street is a priority for Farmington.
Submitted by Cynthia Lopez
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SIX GREAT REASONS TO BE AN NMLZO SPONSOR
Reason

Reason
Reason
Reason
Reason
Reason

1
2
3
4
5
6

An opportunity to meet Planners and Zoning & Code Enforcement Officials from throughout
the State.
An opportunity to meet Planning & Zoning Commissioners from throughout the State.
Statewide Exposure and Name Recognition of your Business/Company.
Public Relations and Business Development Opportunities in an informal, centralized setting.
Discuss Development Process and share ideas and industry concerns with local Officials and
Planning & Zoning Commissioners.
Introduce products and services to your local Officials and Planning & Zoning Commissioners.

Of all the partnerships we develop in NMLZO, our sponsors have a significant impact on the success of our association. As
members, we derive the benefit of their knowledge and experience. They give us the opportunity to grow our networks and
broaden our horizons with their information and products.
Do you have a favorite vendor, contractor or product you’d like to see represented at our next meeting? We can help you
show them how sponsoring our event or placing an ad in our newsletter is a great way to share a very specific message to a
diverse group of land use officials in every corner (and of course we mean that literally) of the state! Just ask any Board
Member or DRC Member, or contact Linda Alire‐Naranjo with the New Mexico Municipal League.

Full Page Ad:
Half Page Ad:
Business Card Ad:

$150.00
$100.00
$25.00 per issue or
$65.00 for 3 issues

Current circulation is over 200 statewide.
Publication is sent to municipal and county zoning,
planning, and code enforcement officials
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