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PRESIDENT ELECT'S MESSAGE

Los Alamos, being an incorporated County, runs its elections on the November
schedule and, moreover, are partisan elections. As you know this is not the way
most municipalities hold their elections, but regardless, since I’m running for
re-election, I’ve been pounding the pavement door-to-door in preparation for my
June primary. As I walked my neighborhoods, I was thinking that this is only
effective for certain size communities. If you are running in a large community,
there is no way that a candidate can personally knock on enough doors to make
a difference, and maybe his or her time (and money) is better spent doing other
things. On the other hand, in a small community, and we have many, many
of these in our state, a candidate is likely to already know so many people that
door-to-door may not be effective either. And if a lot of homes are spread out, you
spend more time traveling between houses than talking to anyone.
Los Alamos is in that sweet spot of size and concentration that I really think it makes a difference,
and I have gathered a few stories to tell about this experience. I’ve been asked to start a lawnmower,
had a nice chat with several homebound ladies who invited me inside (not an efficient thing to do, but
how can one say no?), been berated for waking a baby during her nap, quizzed on my views on abortion even after explaining that municipal government has nothing to do with that issue, and been told
that I had her vote just because I took the effort to come by. Once a gentleman not only told me he
would not vote for me, but followed me for a while, so he could explain in gory detail all the reasons
why he would not vote for me.
One story that I will never forget is that of a gentleman who seemed like he had something on his
mind that he was reluctant to share with me. Finally, he said that drugs had almost taking his son’s life
and that our teen program had turned his son’s life around. He was ever grateful and shook my hand
vigorously as his eyes teared up. Mine did too as I thanked him meekly and turned around.
I am sure most of us in local government have stories like these, where the reason that we take on
the mantle of public service becomes crystal-clear. Maybe walking miles is not the most efficient way
to be motivated to for this calling, but sometimes that one hand-shake makes those long walks worth
it.
Best regards
David
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LEGAL LESSONS

LET’S TALK ABOUT THIS MOTION

By Randy Van Vleck, League General Counsel

Last month I promised you a discussion on the various
motions recognized in Robert’s Rules of Order. I feel
that I must go back a step and discuss the notion of
debate in meetings of governmental entities.
Debate is the opportunity that members have to
discuss the merits of the motion. Members may speak
either in favor of or against a motion. Before a member
can make a motion or speak in debate, the member
must first obtain the floor. In order to obtain the
floor, the member must be recognized by the mayor
as having the exclusive right to be heard at that time.
RONR §3§, pg29, ll. 11-15. To claim the floor, the
member should rise in his place when no one else has
the floor. In smaller boards it is appropriate for the
member to simply raise his or her hand. If the member
is entitled to the floor, the mayor will recognize the
member by announcing the person’s name or title and
indicate that the member now has the floor.
Once the member obtains the floor the member may
participate in debate and make motions as permitted
under the rules. The member may not be interrupted during the member’s speech except in exceptional
circumstances.
Once a motion is made, seconded and stated by the
mayor, it is ripe for debate. Generally, the first member
to rise or gain recognition from the mayor is the first
to speak. There are three exceptions to this rule. First,
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it is traditional for the mayor to turn toward the maker
of the motion to see if the maker wants to be assigned
the floor first in debate. This is a right that the maker
has even though other members may have already risen
or sought the attention of the mayor to speak. Second,
no member may speak twice on a matter until all other
members have first been afforded an opportunity to
speak on the motion. Third, in cases where the first
two exceptions do not apply, the mayor should strive to
alternate as far as possible between those who wish to
speak in favor of and those who wish to speak against
the measure. The mayor may query the membership to
accomplish this end.
Under Robert’s Rules, the mayor should not enter
into the debate of the measure, unless, in rare circumstances, the mayor leaves the chair until the pending
matter has concluded, or unless the city council can be
considered a small board under Robert’s Rules. A small
board is usually understood as consisting of not more
than about a dozen people. The mayor cannot close
debate so long as any member who has not exhausted
their right to debate desires the floor, except by order
of the assembly. In a non-legislative body, a member,
having obtained the floor while a debatable motion is
in order, can speak no longer than 10 minutes unless
the speaker obtains consent of the body to speak longer.
The member may also not speak more than twice
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on the same matter on the same day. Interestingly,
Robert’s Rules of Order does not impose a maximum
time for speeches in a legislative meeting.
One of the most important duties of the mayor
during debate is to maintain decorum among the
speakers. Maintaining decorum takes place in several areas. First, a speaker must confine their remarks
to the pending question. A speaker’s remarks must
be germane to the question, otherwise they are out
of order. Remember, the goal is to enable governing
bodies of any size with due regard for every member’s
opinion to arrive at the general will on the maximum
number of questions of varying complexity in minimum time - and under all kinds of internal climate,
ranging from total harmony to hardened or impassioned division of opinion.
Second, although this should go without saying, a
member must never attack or make any reference to
the motives of the maker of the motion or of any other
speaker. It is certainly in order to attack the potential
consequences of enacting or defeating a measure, even
if strong terms are employed, but personal references
or the invocation of personalities must be avoided. The
measure, not the member, is the subject of the debate.
Third, the speaker must also address their remarks
through the mayor,maintain a courteous tone and,
especially in situations where there is a difference of
opinion, refrain from injecting their personal feelings
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and beliefs into the debate. Th3e3 speaker should never
refer to other members by name, but by title only. A
speaker is clearly entitled to attack an idea or proposal,
but never the person advancing the idea or proposal.
Even though debate is an essential component to
decision making, everything is not up for debate. There
are times when the need to make a decision and move
on outweighs the need to debate the matter. Therefore,
under Robert’s Rules and most other parliamentary authorities, there are several motions that are not
debatable:
Fix the Time to Which to Adjourn
Adjourn
Recess
Raise a Question of Privilege
Lay on the Table
Previous Question
Limit or Extend Limits of Debate
While we talked about interrupting another speaker earlier, it is important enough to repeat. While a
member may not interrupt another speaker (except
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NMML NOMINATING PROCEDURES

TO: MAYORS, GOVERNING BODY AND MUNICIPAL JUDGES
FROM: William F. Fulginiti, Executive Director
SUBJECT: 2018 NOMINATIONS FOR NEW MEXICO MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
OFFICERS AND BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
DATE: May 29, 2018

NMML NOMINATING PROCEDURE
NMML Officer and Board positions open for nomination and election:
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪

PRESIDENT-ELECT
VICE-PRESIDENT
TREASURER
THREE DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE – 2 YEAR TERM
ONE DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE – 1 YEAR TERM

Following is the timeline for actions and dates pertaining to the nominating procedure for NMML officers and directors:
JUNE 27TH Letter of nomination or letter declaring candidacy for office or at-large directorship must be
received at the NMML Office.
JUNE 28TH In absence of any declaration of candidacy for a particular office or at-large directorship, the
League President shall appoint a Nominating Committee and notice shall be given to all member municipalities.
JULY 2ND A Report of Declared Candidates shall be sent by NMML to all members.
JULY 20TH When necessary, the Nominating Committee meets to recommend a candidate for any undeclared office or at-large directorship.
JULY 25TH Nominating Committee Report sent to member municipalities – if Nominating Committee meets.
AUGUST 30TH
Election of officers and at-large directors. Nominations from the floor at the Annual
Business Meeting at the NMML Annual Conference may be made by any certified voting delegate in attendance
for any office or directorship to be filled.
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NOTE: For specific details of the Nominating Procedure, please refer to the NMML By-Laws available on the
NMML’s website at www.nmml.org.
Any official of a member municipality in good standing may nominate any elected official, or any elected
official may declare his or her candidacy, for any office or directorship to be filled. All declared candidates will be
placed on the ballot for election at the Annual Business Meeting.
Sections of the Municipal League By-Laws relating to Officers and Board Members are:

ARTICLE III. OFFICERS – SECTION 1 A-D.
A.

Each officer shall be an elected official of a member municipality in good standing with the exception
of the office of Executive Secretary.

B.

There shall be only one (1) officer from any one member municipality.

C.

The officers shall be elected each year at the regular annual conference, except, however, that the
office of Executive Secretary shall be assumed by the Executive Director of the League.

D.

The officers shall assume office October 1st and serve until September 30th or until their respective
successors are elected and take office.
ARTICLE III. OFFICERS – SECTION 10.
The President-Elect shall automatically assume the office of President on October 1 for the ensuing year.

ARTICLE IV. BOARD OF DIRECTORS – SECTION 1 B. AND C.2.
B. Limitation: There shall be only one (1) Director from any one (1) member municipality. For the purpose
of this limitation the term Director does not include Officers of the League, Chair of the New Mexico Self-Insurer’s Fund, Past Presidents of the League, or the Presidents of the New Mexico City Management Association,
the New Mexico Municipal Clerks’ and Finance Officers’ Association, the New Mexico Municipal Police Chiefs’
Association or the New Mexico Municipal Judges’ Association. No other subsections shall be directly represented
on the League Board of Directors. No person can hold more than one position on the Board.
C.2 Directors-at-Large shall be elected for two-year (2) terms with three (3) Directors-at-Large to be elected at
each annual conference, and hold their office from October 1 – September 30, or until their respective successors
have been elected and take office.
Please address your written nominations or declarations of candidacy directly to the League office, in care of
President-Elect David Izraelevitz. Nominations must be received at the League office no later than Wednesday,
June 27TH. Letters may be mailed, faxed, emailed or hand-delivered.
For any questions about the process, contact Regina Romero at the League Office.
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OUR TOWN

DEMING

By Vicki Engle, Azucena Vargas and Mary Mackey.

Welcome to our home…Deming, New Mexico! A beautiful place to live, take a vacation, or just spend a few
days exploring the many attractions in our area.
Located in the Southwestern part of the state,
Deming is a land steeped in history. We are blessed, in
this beautiful desert community, with a mild climate
and lots of year-around sunshine, the Florida and Tres
Hermanas mountains to the south, several State Parks,
wildflowers, desert plants, amazing rocks and minerals, abundant wildlife, as well as many local events and
attractions to satisfy whatever might make you happy.
We are a great stopping point and gateway to Mexico to
the South, and the Gila Wilderness to the North. Come
visit and make yourself at home!
History of Note
The history of our area dates back nearly 1,000 years
when the first people known to inhabit the area, the
Mimbres Indians, lived in farming villages along the
Mimbres River. The Mimbres Indian life was unremarkably simple and primitive, but they left their mark
on history and are known worldwide for their beautiful
painted pottery. The Mimbres Indian pottery was decorated with pictures of their daily life including wildlife
such as birds and animals. You can see examples of the
Mimbres Indian pottery at the Deming Luna Mimbres
Museum located at 301 S. Silver Street.
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In 1881, Deming officially became Deming. The
westward expansion of railroads made it happen. Originally called Mimbres Junction, the town was renamed
for Mary Deming Crocker, the wife of a railroad
magnate of the Southern Pacific Railway. By driving a
“silver spike,” the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad completed its junction with the Southern Pacific
in Deming, thus becoming the second transcontinental
railway in the United States. A Harvey House was built
to serve train passengers and served as a social center.
In 1917, the U.S. War Department established
a 2,000-acre National Guard Training Camp near
Deming. It was named Camp Cody after William F.
Cody (Buffalo Bill), a U.S. Army Scout and showman.
At the end of the war, Camp Cody became a demobilization center, and then a hospital for veterans. In May
of 1923, the Sisters of the Holy Cross of Notre Dame
took over the hospital and reopened it as a tuberculosis
sanitarium until 1938 or 1939, when it was destroyed by
fire.
In 1941 during World War II, the Deming National Guard was called into service and was sent to the
Philippines. The 200 Coast Artillery was commanded
by C.G. Sage, the publisher of the local Deming paper.
There were approximately 246 men from Luna County
in the regiment. Sadly, most of these men were part
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of the Bataan Death March where several Deming
soldiers lost their lives and many others remained prisoners of war until 1945. There is a memorial to these
courageous men at Veteran’s Park, located adjacent to
the Mimbres Museum on Silver Street.
In 1942, the United States established the Deming
Army Air Field (DAAF) and Bombardier School located at what is now the Municipal Deming Airport and
Industrial Park. One of the aircraft used for bombardier training was the Beech AT-11. The first class of
bombardiers graduated on March 6, 1943. Over a
three-year period, an estimated 12,000 cadets passed
through the Deming school. The DAAF and school
closed in September 1946. Several of the structures
built at the time, including three very large hangers,
remain at the location. (Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, filmed in Deming, using the
WWII hangars located at the Deming Airport and in
outlying surrounding areas.)
Today, Deming is the county seat and principal
town of Luna County. We are a community of just
under 15,000 people. Our economy is based on trans-
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portation, real estate, agriculture, energy, retirement,
tourism, and, due to the nearness of the Mexican
border, the United States Department of Homeland
Security. We are fortunate to have a branch of Western New Mexico University, a Walmart, a Walgreens,
and numerous chain, fast food restaurants and hotels,
as well as locally owned motels, RV parks, wineries,
a supermarket, restaurants, beauty salons, hardware
stores, car dealerships and many other privately owned
and growing businesses.
Deming Attractions
Historic Architecture. Dating back to 1881, downtown Deming includes 65 buildings that are recognized
for their historic integrity and significance. The historic
district, with 16 buildings listed in State and National Registers, includes 13 blocks. A walking tour, with
descriptions of buildings listed on the State and National Historic Registers, can be found and printed here:
http://www.cityofdeming.org/index.php?option=com_
Continued on page 10
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OUR TOWN
Our Town: Deming
Continued from page 9
content&view=article&id=49&Itemid=113
Deming Luna Mimbres Museum. Built in 1916,
Deming’s former National Guard Armory/USO now
serves as a world-class museum operated by the Luna
County Historical Society. Artifacts include hundreds
of examples of frontier life, crafts and the largest
Mimbres pottery collection on display. That is not
all - the not-so-serious side, the Museum also has a
large display of vintage toys and dolls, nutcrackers, and
even unique liquor bottles. There really is too much to
mention – we guarantee, there something for everyone
– check it out at 301 S. Silver Street and online here:
http://www.lunacountyhistoricalsociety.com/highlights.html Admission is free, donations are welcomed.
Luna County Courthouse. Built in 1910, the courthouse played an important role in local history. Over
20 of Pancho Villa’s men were tried at the courthouse
after the deadly Columbus Raid of 1916. Four of the
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Mexican General’s soldiers were later hanged in the
Courtyard. Today the Courthouse is a hub of social
activity. The Courthouse Park hosts events year
around, including the Duck Races, Cinco de Mayo
festivities, an Easter Egg Hunt, Klobase Festival,
Classic Car Shows and Mariachi concerts. It provides
shade trees, horse shoes, bench seating, a bandstand,
and a shelter for serving food.
Rio Mimbres Golf Course. With great weather
throughout the year, you’ll want to bring your clubs to
play a round of golf on the 18-hole course. You’ll love
the view of the of the Florida Mountains as you play.
http://www.cityofdeming.org/index.php?option=com_
content&view=article&id=114&Itemid=181
Wineries. Deming is the location of New Mexico’s
largest winery, St. Clair Winery, https://stclairwinery.com/deming/, and the Luna Rossa Winery, that
produces all of its wines with grapes grown in their
own vineyards http://www.lunarossawinery.com/.
Both wineries produce award winning wines and have
wine tasting rooms on site.
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Amphitheater and Exercise Trail. Many years ago,
Deming transformed an old gravel pit into an impressive out-door facility called Voier’s Pit Park featuring a
large, modern amphitheater and a mile-long walking
trail for use by all ages. Over the years, many special
events, such as concerts, family reunions, weddings,
and various fundraiser 5Ks or walks--most notably,
the Celebration of Life Cancer awareness walk, have
occurred at Pit Park. Now, in 2018, that old gravel pit
and Voier’s Pit Park is once again undergoing a transformation. The City of Deming is working on a water
conservation project to utilize reclaimed water for irrigation use in our City parks to conserve potable water
that is currently used for this purpose. The reclaimed
water will be stored in the re-worked, former gravel pit.
The project will have several phases over the coming
years, and as funding allows, including the possibility
of making the land surrounding the storage pond into
an attractive water recreational area for residents and
visitors.
Sam Baca Aquatic Center. Located at 815 Buckeye Street, the SBAC outdoor facility includes a 150
-foot water slide, activity, therapy and competition
pools, swim lessons, and availability for private parties.
Summer hours only.

STARMAX Cinema. The latest movies, bowling,
miniature golf, food and drinks – family fun all in one
place!
Athletic and City Parks. The City of Deming has
numerous green spaces and parks including neighborhood pocket parks, a BMX park, a skate park, dog
parks, a Veteran’s park, and many sports facilities
(soccer, volleyball, baseball and t-ball). Walking trails
are also available throughout the City.
Annual Deming Events
Rockhound Roundup. Nationally known, the RockContinued on page 12
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hound Roundup rock show is held Thursday through
Sunday on the 2nd weekend in March at the SW New
Mexico Fairgrounds in Deming. The Roundup brings
hundreds of out-of-state and out-of-country visitors.
The Roundup offers daily field trips to Rockhound
State Park, gold prospecting demonstrations, and a
raffle with cash prizes. You can purchase a geode and
a member will saw it open to reveal the beauty inside.
For the young, there is fossil digging and educational
tables. Over 110 dealers are booked into the available
indoor, outdoor and “tailgaters” sections. Dealers will
have minerals, rocks of all kinds, jewelry, lapidary
equipment and everything that a visitor or hobbyist
could want. http://www.thedgmsclub.com/
Great American Duck Race. This is an annual event
held on the 3rd week of every August, Thursday-Sunday. You have probably heard Deming is famous for
its clean water and fast ducks. The Great American
Duck Race event includes family fun and games such
as the Tortilla Toss and Outhouse Race, a Duck Royalty
Pageant, a parade, BBQ, Classic Cars, vendors, a Carnival and Hot Air Balloon Mass Ascension, but the best
and most important thing of all…racing ducks! Join us
in the fun. https://www.demingduckrace.com/
Celebration of Life Cancer Awareness Walk. Now
in its 13th year, Deming Cancer Support sponsors
the Celebration of Life Walk to fund their mission –
no-cost services and support to local cancer patients.
Services include transportation to out-of-area medical
facilities, a cancer resource library, breast prosthesis’,
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wigs, hats, scarfs and paying for early detection tests
such as mammograms, hemoccult and PSA tests.
Patient advocate services are also available. http://www.
demingcancersupport.com/4601.html
Attractions Nearby – Quickie and Day Trips
Rocks and Minerals and the Great Outdoors. If
you love Rockhounding, this is the place to be. Located in the foothills of the Little Florida Mountains, 12
miles south of Deming, Rockhound State Park offers a
well-maintained campground, spectacular views and
up-close encounters with the craggy granite monoliths
of the mountain peaks above. Visitors can take up to 15
pounds of rocks for their personal collections. (Also see
Rockhound Roundup in Deming Events) http://www.
emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/rockhoundstatepark.html
Located 30 miles north of Deming, the City of
Rocks State Park is a geologic maze of large rounded
boulders, crevasses and gaps perfect for exploration.
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/cityofrocksstatepark.html
The Mimbres Museum also has a very large display
of geodes and minerals. You’ll want to check them out.
Columbus, New Mexico and Palomas, Mexico.
Located 30-35 miles south of Deming on State Route 11
is the historic Village of Columbus, where Pancho Villa
raided in 1916. Columbus is home to a small historical
museum and the Pancho Villa State Park which houses
a replica Curtis JN-3 “Jenny” from the 1st Aero Squadron https://firstaerosquadron.com/articles/the-1st-ae-

THE MUNICIPAL REPORTER, JUNE 2018

OUR TOWN

ro-squadron-a-history/, used by the United States in
response to the raid. Pancho Villa State Park also has
walking trails that in the spring resplendent with the
bright colored blooming cacti. Palomas, Mexico is
located 5 miles south of the Village of Columbus and a
popular tourist town. Authentic Mexican restaurants,
shopping and pharmacies are within walking distance
of the Port of Entry.
Silver City and the Gila Wilderness. Located northwest of Deming via US 180, approximately 50 miles,
Silver City and the Gila Wilderness can offer a break
from summer heat.
Location and Transportation
Deming is in southwestern part of the state, 33 miles
north of the Mexican border, and halfway between El
Paso, TX and Tucson, AZ on Interstate I-10.
Municipal Airport: Two primary runways, 8/26 and
4/22, at 8,018’ and 5675’ lengths respectively. Aviation and jet fuels are available. Three hundred acres of
surrounding land are available for lease and development with 50 acres available along a 756’ concrete apron
with taxiways.
Rail Service. Amtrak Service stops in Deming
(Sunset Limited, Los Angeles/New Orleans)
Local Transit. Corre Caminos/Southwest Regional
Transit District offers services to the public in Deming
and Luna County via a regular bus route or by appointment “on demand.” Fees apply.
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Climate
On an average, Deming has sun about 300 days
of the year. In the summer we are hot and breezy.
Summer temps may reach around 100 degrees Fahrenheit, but our altitude (4,300 ft.) and the dry desert
air sometimes make that feel cooler than you would
expect. Occasionally dust storms do occur. Monsoon
season is July-September with sporadic afternoon thunderstorms and showers. Fall brings cooler temperatures
and beautiful days. Winter may bring a few snow days
and cold nights, but normally, the days are mild and
sunny. Spring is often windy and dusty, with moderate
temperatures.
Did you know? Other fun facts about Deming!
Deming is home to the biggest chile processing
plant in the United States.
Deming was an important port of entry on the
US-Mexican border until the Gadsden Purchase of
1853.
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IN THE NEWS

ROSWELL PUBLIC LIBRARY JOINS IN MONEY
SMART WEEK TO TEACH KIDS ABOUT GOOD
MONEY HANDLING AND HABITS
By Bianca Cheney
Young Adult/Audio Visual Librarian
Roswell Public Library

The Roswell Public Library recently participated in
the American Library Association’s Money Smart
Week 2018. Several events were held to encourage
teens and children to make smart, informed decisions
about their money habits.
Teens were invited to a presentation by Carolyn
Madison of May, Taylor & Company, CPA. Ms. Madison started with an exciting soccer game where teams
competed for goals by answering financial questions.
This was a great way to find out what the students
already knew about spending and saving money. The
teamwork was fun and the teens really got into the
competition.
After a short break with cookies and lemonade, Ms. Madison had the students plan a monthly
budget. Most of the teens had no idea how much
their cell phone, car insurance or groceries cost. Car
payments are easy to calculate, although costs relating to insurance, gas, maintenance and major repairs
are more difficult to determine and add to a budget.
It was eye-opening for the students to realize how
much is involved in making and spending money. Ms.
Madison spent time going over the benefits of saving
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and compounding – skip that Triple Mocha Frappuccino several times a week and see how fast your account
grows. She emphasized saving early for the largest
growth. Other topics covered were managing student
loans, investing and retirement.
After the presentation, the students were given a
scavenger hunt to complete during the following week.
Activities were fairly simple – take a photo high-fiving
a bank teller; check out a money book from the library;
spell out a message with pennies – and responses were
posted directly to the Library’s Facebook or Instagram
accounts.
The tweens had their own wonderful presentation,
given by Susie Roe from Pioneer Bank, on the importance of saving money, earning interest and dealing
with credit and debit cards. The 10-to-12-year-olds
were given supplies to decorate and personalize their
own money jars to take home and start saving. They
were also provided a scavenger hunt to complete during
the following week which included attending a Money
Smart class, collecting coins found around the house
and checking out a book about money. Younger children
were given a packet that included activities: a dot- to-dot,
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counting money and identifying coins.
Participants from all three programs who completed their age-level challenges were invited to the library
the following Saturday for a pizza party, sponsored by
North Main Pizza Hut.
Visit the Money Smart Week website (www.
moneysmartweek.org) for information about being
part of this great outreach in the future. This national initiative was created by the Federal Reserve Bank
(Chicago) in 2002 and partners with public libraries
across the country, through the American Library
Association, in providing financial literacy programming for members of their communities. Libraries are
given access to many types of materials and resources
to promote money topics. In 2017, more than 1,000
libraries participated in Money Smart Week and this
was the first time for Roswell Public Library to be part
the initiative.

Above: Money smart books and Money
jars created by tweens
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

CRASH COURSE HELPS COMMUNITY LEADERS
PLAN FOR SUSTAINED GROWTH

By Finance New Mexico

New Mexico communities that plan and prepare for
economic development can avoid the chaotic impacts
of runaway growth by training the elected officials,
public employees and civic leaders who promote that
change. A crash course in basic economic development
from July 22-26 at Western New Mexico University in
Silver City is a good place to start that training.
The course is one of several offered by the New
Mexico-based International Academy for Economic
Development that prepares students for certification by
the International Economic Development Council.
Participants at the annual seminar will learn basic
economic development theory and examine how New
Mexico’s communities have coped — successfully and
poorly — with population changes and the related
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effects on public services. From there, they will consider how to apply what they’ve learned to the challenges
of stimulating sustainable job and business growth in
their own communities.
“The basic course (offers) a broad-based overview
of economic development,” said Savannah Jermance,
economic development and business relations manager for
the City of Rio Rancho and a member of the committee that
chose this year’s coursework. “In the past we’ve done a case
study and tried to tie in all the topics of the course.”
This year, participants will study the dynamics of
economic evolution in two or three New Mexico counties: Doña Ana, San Juan or Sierra. The point of this
exercise is to understand the benefits of planning for
the changes that come when a city attracts new busi-
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nesses, visitors and residents.
The class, held each year since 1993, suits anyone interested in economic development or community improvement, Jermance said: “Elected officials, civil servants in
any way shape or form. Even if you’re involved in one
facet of government, … you see how your function fits
with others. It’s important to see how your job fits into the
greater picture of economic prosperity.”
Economic development has evolved in the 25 years
that the course has been offered, and organizers have
responded by delivering methodologies that can be
applied to local challenges. At the 2017 workshop,
Jermance led participants through a SWOT analysis that demonstrated ways economic developers can
position their communities. A SWOT analysis — which
inventories strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats — is typically used by businesses to create a
market niche and marketing plan.
This year’s topics include planning, research,
marketing, business retention and expansion, real
estate, ethics, how to develop small businesses and the
local work force, and how to manage an economic devel-
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opment organization and tap into existing resources.
Last year, 30 individuals representing tribes, cities
and rural areas participated, including some from New
Mexico’s neighboring states and from Mexico. “The
diverse audience is a testament to the many areas the
course touches on,” said Jermance.
Because enrollment is limited to 40, people are
urged to register by July 9.
The $500 fee ($600 for out-of-state attendees) covers
registration, books and course materials. An event fee
of $200 covers all scheduled meals, field trips, and the
welcoming reception. Rural scholarships are available
by calling 505-710-7172 or visiting www.IAEcondev.
org. A dorm room for the five-day workshop costs $170,
or participants can stay at a local hotel. To register, visit
https://sb.wnmu.edu/nmedc/.
Three hours of undergraduate credit are available to
course participants for $150.
Finance New Mexico partners with the New Mexico
Municipal League on the Grow It! project and other
economic development initiatives. To learn more, go to
www.FinanceNewMexico.org and www.GrowItNM.org.
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ACROSS THE STATE

MUSEUM OF ART FEATURES “HERE & NOW”
REGIONAL JURIED EXHIBITION
The Las Cruces Museum of Art, in collaboration with the New Mexico State University Art Gallery, presents Here
& Now, a regional, juried exhibition featuring works in all media.
The exhibition opens Friday, May 11 and continues through Saturday, July 21 at the Museum of Art, 491 N.
Main St. The University Art Gallery opens Here & Now on Thursday, May 24, and the show continues through
July 14.
An artists’ reception will be from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, June 1 at the Museum of Art and the NMSU Art
Gallery, 1390 E. University Ave.
Here and Now includes works created by artists living and working within 150 miles of Las Cruces. Paintings,
prints, photographs, video, ceramics, and sculpture highlight the diverse approaches to creative expression found
in southern New Mexico and West Texas.
The Museum of Art is open from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and from 9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
Saturday. Special summer hours at the Museum of Art, from June through August, will be from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
on Wednesdays. For information, call 575/541-2137, or visit http://las-cruces.org/museums.
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2018 NMACP President Chris McCall & Vice President Mike Heal
both relected for another term
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IN THE NEWS

LEAGUE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WILLIAM
FULGINITI RECEIVES THE FRANKLIN JONES TAX
POLICY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

The Franklin Jones Tax Policy Achievement Award is given by the
New Mexico Tax Research Institute to a New Mexico citizen in
recognition of service which contributes to enhanced understanding
of tax policy in New Mexico. The hallmark of an award recipient is
the principled analysis or advocacy of tax issues, using well-known
principals of taxation, while maintaining or improving a tax structure that will serve the long range interests of New Mexicans. In 2004 the Board of Directors of the New Mexico
Tax Research Institute established and presented an award that recognized service and achievement in the area of
tax policy.
“Bill was recognized for a lifetime achievement in New Mexico tax policy (state and local) by virtue of his
role at the NMML and his tireless and relentless involvement in state tax matters – which almost always involve
local governments – for well over 40 years, “ said Richard Anklam, President and Executive Director of the Tax
Research Institute. “ Bill understands the importance of both sustainable reasonable policy balance with the need
of revenue adequacy for state and local governments for the benefit of all its citizens and businesses. As I jokingly
said, Bill’s had his greasy mitts/fingerprints on almost all relevant state tax matters of the last four decades.”
Jones was a gifted lawyer and an esteemed counselor to many leaders in politics and business as well as being a remarkable example of leadership. His legacy in the area of New Mexico tax policy is unequalled. He reformed New
Mexico’s tax code, creating the structure still in use, and he transformed tax administration, bringing professionalism to a tax commission plagued by political patronage.
The accomplishments of Franklin Jones are nothing short of extraordinary. He commanded the respect of legislators, even those who disagreed with him, through his honesty and expertise. He crafted a broad revision of
state taxes and skillfully navigated the political barriers common to such an enterprise. Even today, his name is
invoked whenever there is a need to call to mind an example of civic duty, vigorously and gracefully performed.
Franklin Jones received his BA from the University of New Mexico in Economics in 1940. He received his Law
Degree from the University of New Mexico, graduating at the top of his class in 1956. He was a founding partner
of the firm now known as Sutin, Thayer and Browne. His public tax career started with his appointment by Gov.
Jack Campbell to the Governor’s tax study committee. He was appointed by Governor David Cargo to serve as
Commissioner of Revenue for New Mexico from 1969 through 1971 and was the chief legislative specialist to Gov.
Bruce King from 1972 through 1974. He was a recipient of the State Bar Association’s public service award and the
University of New Mexico’s School of Law and Alumni Association distinguished service award.
Former recipients of the Franklin Jones Award are:
2004 - Jerry Sandel
2005 - Dr. Gerald Boyle (posthumously)
2006 - C. E. “Woody” Woodcock
2007 - Robert J. “Desi” Desiderio
2008 - Curtis W. Schwartz
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2009 - Fred O’Cheskey
2010 - Joel Carson
2011 - James P. O’Neill
2013 – Janet Peacock
2016 – Frank Katz
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IN THE NEWS/CONTINUING STORIES

GRANTS MUNICIPAL JUDGE ELISE
LARSEN ELECTED PRESIDENT OF
JUDGES ASSOCIATION

New Judges Association Officers (from left) Espanola Municipal
Judge Stephen Salazar, First Vice President; Cimarron Municipal
Judge Karen Gates, Second Vice President; Grants Municipal Judge
Elise Larsen, President; and Questa Municipal Judge Michael Rael,
Immediate Past President

Grants Municipal Judge Elise Larsen was elected President of the New Mexico Municipal Judges Association
on May 3 during the Association’s 2018 Professional
Development Conference in Albuquerque. She had
served previously as the Association’s First Vice President.
Judge Larsen was first elected Municipal Judge in
March, 2010. She was elected to a third term in March
of this year.
The New Mexico Municipal Judges Association is
an affiliate of the New Mexico Municipal League, a
non-partisan, non-profit organization that represent
all 106 incorporated New Mexico municipalities. The
League is headquartered in Santa Fe.

Let's Talk About This Motion
Continued on page 21

CNM Finance Department were recipients of the Excellence in
Financial Reporting Award. They were honored iat the May Board
Meeting with NMGFOA past President Lupita DeHerrera presenting

(from left to right): City Councilor, Linda Rodgers City Councilor, Sean
Sharer, Employee of the Month, June Markle, Mayor, Nate Duckett,
City Councilor Jeanine Bingham-Kelly, City Councilor, Janis Jakino

During the May 15 council work session we honored
June Markle, with Employee of the Month. June was
honored for resourcefulness, and methodical methods of calming rebuilding MPO documents after the
ransomware attacks.
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in extraordinary circumstances to be discussed in
coming articles), if the mayor interrupts a speaker, the
speaker should stop and listen to the mayor. There are
situations in which the presiding officer has the right
to interrupt a speaker and you should assume that any
interruption is for one of those purposes.
The mayor should appear neutral at all times on the
issues being debated. While this is easy to do in most
deliberative assemblies, this is one of the areas where
Robert’s Rules is somewhat inconsistent with the realities facing small political bodies. For appearances, and
for fairness, the mayor should try to maintain neutrality, but in small governing body situations should not
be deprived of the ability to participate in debate as a
member of the body. But appearances are very important, and a mayor that is trying to run a fair meeting
runs into significant difficulty if suddenly the mayor is
strongly urging one course of action over another in a
public meeting The implications are obvious.
Finally, THINK before you speak. The English
language has a means of being interpreted in many
different ways. One must be mindful of what they say,
and how that may be interpreted or received by others.
Next month, we will start to focus on some of the
more common motions and their uses.
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IN THE NEWS

PROPERTY CONDITION ASSESSMENTS – PROTECTING TAX PAYERS
By Ritchie Lipson, Esq. and Brent Bailey, Esq.
Kasdan LippSmith Weber Turner LLP

Buildings works projects are valuable resources and a
significant investment for any governmental agency.
Construction defects in buildings, particularly enclosure defects, (i.e., roofing, waterproofing, fenestration,
and cladding defects) can reduce the value of a building and limit its ability to house intended functions.
A property condition assessment (PCA) is a useful
tool to understand defects and damage that can threaten a building’s utility. Working with knowledgeable
attorneys and consultants in procuring and using a
PCA is a useful way to preserve the governmental
agencies’ rights in protecting and, if necessary, remediating defects in an existing facility.
This overview of PCAs should provide the reader with
the following:
▪▪ The range of scope for enclosure property
condition assessments (PCAs);
▪▪ An understanding of the typical information
provided in a PCA and the general limitations
of PCA reports;
▪▪ An overview of governmental agencies rights
and recourse in the context of defects and
damage found in a PCA; and,
▪▪ The ability to identify ways to effectively and
efficiently employ attorneys and consultants to
maximize the value of a PCA.
A PCA is a review of the general overall condition
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of the building, as well as any relevant construction
documents and includes a sampling of interior and
exterior observations by the expert, a list of general
property conditions, specific repair and maintenance
items, as well as an opinion of probable cost.
The PCA is generally completed by a forensic
architect; however other disciplines may be involved
depending on the complexity and issues faced by the
building. PCAs should always be completed to ASTM
standards.
ASTM E2018-08: Standard Guide for Property
Condition Assessments, Baseline Property Condition
Assessment Process, requires the expert to include:
▪▪ Definition of observed conditions: Good, Fair,
and Poor;
▪▪ Summary of the observed issues, but not technically exhaustive;
▪▪ An extrapolation of findings;
▪▪ A review of the C of O, and any reported code
violations and,
▪▪ A review of the Site, Structural Frame and
Enclosure, Roofing, Plumbing, HVAC, Electrical, Vertical Transport, Fire and Life Safety +
ADA/Access
If warranted by the findings, a more detailed forensic investigation may be appropriate to invasively test
and identify what construction standards have been
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violated and to determine proper repairs. Standards
include statutes such as SB 800, the building code,
contracts, general conditions, specifications, drawings,
referenced standards (NRCA, SMACNA, TCNA) and
standard practice.
It is always important from a lawyer’s perspective
to conduct PCAs at the direction of counsel, as PCAs
completed at the direction of the law firm are protected
as privileged work product. Most important is to set
up a regular investigative process to protect long term
value of assets, avoid unwanted financial surprises, and
pursue responsible parties for damages instead of at
taxpayer expense.
The deadline to bring a claim for faulty construction is limited by statutes of limitations which depend
on the type of claim. Many municipalities receive an
express warranty in their construction contract which
is usually limited to one or two years. However, there
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may be longer time frames in which to hold the builder accountable for faulty construction. The Statute of
Limitations typically begins to run from the discovery of the defect. Most states also provide an outside
deadline date based on substantial completion called a
Statute of Repose.
New Mexico Statute of Limitations and Repose
▪▪ Negligence – 4 years
▪▪ Breach of Contract – 6 years
▪▪ Statute of Repose – 10 Years from substantial
completion
For more information, to discuss any issues you are
experiencing that may be construction defects and/or
to inquire about our Property Condition Assessment
contact: Ritchie Lipson, Esq. rlipson@kasdancdlaw.com
(866) 578-3328, ext: 317
*Admitted in Arizona and the District of Columbia
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IN MEMORIUM

It is with great sadness that the City of
Farmington learned of the passing of Robert
"Bob" Culpepper. Bob was a great friend to
many of us personally. He was also a shining
example of statesmanship and community
volunteerism. Amongst other things, Bob
served as mayor of the City of Farmington from
1978-1982 and as a member of the Public Utility
Commission from 1983-2012. He and his wife
Mary were very generous to our community.
Most recently as benefactor of the new Native
American Museum in downtown Farmington.
We extend our deepest condolences to Mary and
the entire Culpepper family.

26

THE MUNICIPAL REPORTER, JUNE 2018

NMML CLASSIFIEDS
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(CLICK HERE)
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