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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
By

Linda Alire-Naranjo, Program Development & Training Director New Mexico Municipal League

In conjunction with this year’s NMLZO Semi-Annual Meeting/
Workshop scheduled in Albuquerque on May 3-5, a limited number of scholarships will be offered. There will be full scholarships
that cover the registration fee and two hotel nights as well as partial scholarships that cover the registration fee only.
Recipient(s) will be expected to furnish their own transportation,
and meals if not included with the registration fee, and lodging for
those who obtain the partial scholarship.
For more details, the scholarship criteria and application will be
available to all NMLZO Members online at the NMML website at
www.nmml.org, click on Subsections then Zoning Officials.
Front & Back Cover
Photo Credit: NoTalkMan
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Albuquerque_Balloon_Fiesta.jpg#filelinks
Front Cover City of Albuquerque Logo
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/
parks/prescription-trails/images/cabqlogo.png/view
All photos provided without credit are open
sourced, and free for commercial use.
No attribution is required.

SPECIAL NOTE: In order to be eligible for a scholarship, you must
be a Member of the NMLZO.
Scholarships will also be available in conjunction with the NMLZO
Annual Meeting/Workshop in September 2017.
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NMLZO
SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING / WORKSHOP
It’s time to make plans to attend the Spring 2017 Semi-Annual
Meeting / Workshop of the NMLZO. It will be held in Albuquerque on May 3-5 in at the Marriot Uptown Hotel, 2101 Louisiana
Blvd NE, Albuquerque, www.marriott.com/hotels/fact-sheet/
travel/abqnm-albuquerque-marriott

Vacant
MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Adam Ochoa, CZO
Acting Senior Planner
City of Las Cruces
Persons interested in
contributing articles to this
publication are encouraged to
contact a member of the Board
of Directors or Newsletter Editor John Miller. The NMLZO
reserves the right to edit any
and all submissions.

You can download a copy of the meeting documents—
Preliminary Program, hotel information, and the separate registration form from the NMML website at www.nmml.org/
subsections/zoningofficials. The upcoming Meeting / Workshop will offer an interesting line-up of timely issues including
a one day (Thursday) training for the Planning and Zoning
Commissioners and all Land Use Officials.

Hope to see you in Albuquerque—May 3-5!
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From the desk of the President
By Michael A. Garcia, CZO, CFM

I would like to take this opportunity to express how honored I am to serve as your
President for the next two years. I believe whole heartedly in our association and what
it stands for. Nowhere else have I seen an association such as ours that truly supports
each other and what we do on a daily basis. NMLZO Semi-Annual Conferences offer
great opportunity to network with like-minded associates and build knowledge and
confidence in doing our job efficiently.
We should all be proud of what we do because we honestly make a difference in our
communities every day whether it’s appreciated or not. What we do is tangible and
very important to our communities continued growth and economic success. And for
this, I would like to personally thank each and every one of you for your service and
dedication to your cities, towns, villages and counties.
During my term, my ultimate goal is to perpetuate the excellent work that was done
by past presidents and to continue bringing quality topics and training which will assist
you in your job and hopefully make life a little easier for you. And in turn, I would encourage all of you to be vocal and express anything that you would like to see come to
the table. Your opinions are very important to me and to the Board. All of you are
NMLZO and you all have a voice.
Thank you for giving me the responsibility and honor of serving as your President for
the next two years.
Respectfully,
Michael Garcia, CZO, CFM
President, New Mexico League of Zoning Officials
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AN INVITATION TO
COMMISSIONER’S TRAINING
Submitted by Ron Vonderhaar

How many times, in our daily quest to bring citizen’s into
compliance with zoning ordinances, have we had to send
a citizen to a public hearing for a special approval?
Probably more than we ever wanted to. Why? Because it
meant they had to deal, not just with us, but with other
staff levels and with (frequently) politically appointed
staff (namely, commissions). Are these staff and commissioners educated in the etiquette, techniques, and
efficiency of conducting a public hearing? Do they know
the ins and outs of the Open Meetings Act? Do they know
how to write findings of fact and conclusions of law to
adhere to proper resolution of the citizen’s request? Do
they know how to work well with staff?
An opportunity to provide all of this information and more
is coming up for them. The next NMLZO Conference, May
3rd through May 5th, in Albuquerque at the Marriott Uptown Hotel, will provide all this and more information.
The all day session on Thursday, May 4th is geared especially for them. Randy Van Vleck, the NMML Attorney, will
provide an everything you need to know training session
on conducting a public hearing to adhere to the Open
Meetings Act. It will include the role of the commissioners, daily ethics, the role of the staff, rules of procedure,
complying with Battershell vs. the City of Albuquerque,
writing findings of fact and conclusions of law, and the
inspection of public records.

Currently, all of our DRC members (and Executive Board
members) are making every effort to get on the boards
and commissions agendas in your districts to extend a
personal invitation for all of the commissioners to attend.
This includes: planning and zoning commissions, development review boards, historical preservation commissions, appeals boards, city, town and village councils
(because they occasionally have to act as a quasi-judicial
board), and county commissions. We want to attend
these hearings throughout the months of February and
early March, and then will follow up in March and early
April to maximize contacts and attendance. If your representatives have not been placed on the agenda yet,
please give them a call and assist them. Remember, the
better training these boards and commissioners have,
the easier it will be to do our jobs, because we will not be
required to educate them while also trying to do our job
well. The list of the new DRC members can be found
here: http://nmml.org/subsections/zoning-officials/.
Click on the 2016-18 District Representative Committee
(DRC) link and an Adobe Reader pop up will give you the
list. If you are unsure of your district, the link above will
tell you your district by city. Our goal is to have at least
over 150 members combined from various municipalities’
and counties’, boards or commissions attend so that
statewide, everyone has comparable information and will
be able to share it with their associates.

As an extra incentive, there will be additional training on Again, our success is your success, so help these DRC
Wednesday afternoon and Friday morning. Wednesday
and Board members get on the agenda and extend an
afternoon will offer sessions on the Inspection of Public invitation to training.
Records Act; Special Uses, Conditional Uses & Variances;
and, Overlay Zones. Friday morning will be set up in a
Jeopardy game format to test your knowledge where
questions will be based on topics covered over the previous day and half sessions.

5

news.
page 7—The Plaza de Las Cruces Is Open

page 8 —Bed and Brew gets board’s OK

page 9 —New approach to tiny houses

page 10 —Fight over building next to Loretto Chapel continues

page 12 — Activist sues Santa Fe over telecommunications law

page 13— Paint it grey: the controversial plan to 'beautify' São Paulo

page 18— Housing dilemma: Rental squeeze tightens market

6

The Plaza de Las Cruces is Open!
By Adam Ochoa, CZO
On September 17, 2016, the City of Las Cruces officially opened and dedicated the new Plaza de Las Cruces.
The Plaza de Las Cruces is the new premier public gathering place in Downtown Las Cruces. The Plaza is situated on the original site of the Hotel Herndon and steps away from the original site of St. Genevieve’s
Church. The site was transformed from a parking lot and drive-thru banking service to a beautiful community plaza set to host dozens of large events and countless individual meet-ups every year.

The Plaza features a splash pad, sundial, artistic pavers, colorful lighting, and a stage for performances. Almost 1500 people can be seated for events or 175 booths can be set up for artisans to show their wares.
This project was the first public/private collaboration between the City and the Las Cruces Community Partners to develop a community site downtown. The Plaza is sure to create new adventures and wonderful
memories for Las Cruces citizens for many years to come. It fittingly rests in the historic original town site of
Las Cruces.

7

Bed and Brew gets board’s OK
By Jessica Dyer / Journal Staff Writer
Thursday, December 8th, 2016 at 2:01pm

Jesse Herron wants to open a "bed and brew" at his Wells Park home, which was built in 1881 and has had past lives as a
brothel, saloon and grocery store. (Courtesy of Jesse Herron)
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — New Mexico’s first “bed and brew” moved one step closer to reality on Thursday despite some
neighbors’ objections to the project.
The City of Albuquerque’s Environmental Planning Commission unanimously approved Jesse Herron’s request to rezone
his Sawmill residence for use as a boarding or lodging establishment that can sell beer or wine for on premise consumption. Herron has proposed opening Painted Lady Bed & Brew at his property near Bellamah and 12th, offering two of the
triplex’s units for guest rental while living in the other. Under a specialized, $100-a-year bed and breakfast liquor license
from the state — one that still needs city approval — he could sell each guest up to two servings of beer or wine per day.
The idea is to shift the typical bed and breakfast concept; rather than breakfast, Herron would offer an evening session
focused on local beer. Herron plans to market the site as a starting point for visitors eager to explore the city’s craft beer
scene, noting there are six breweries or taprooms within a 15-minute walk. Several brewery owners wrote the city in support of the project, as did Tania Armenta, president and CEO of Visit Albuquerque, and the president of the Wells Park
Neighborhood Association.
But four opponents addressed the commission, questioning whether they had been properly notified and expressing concerns about the potential for increased activity and alcohol use. One nearby property owner, Lee Amador said the area is
already “inundated … with liquor people.” Another argued Painted Lady did not jibe with the sector plan and questioned
its value.
“There’s not anything innovative about this, and Wells Park has more than its fair share of breweries and craft beer,” Bianca Encinias said. “The new cool in this city right now is taking care of our children, ensuring safety, building community by
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knowing our neighbors and showing our children healthy lifestyles and how to make healthy choices. That’s the new cool.”
But city planning staff testified the notification was proper and that the project met the requirements for a zone change.
Herron also tried to allay some concerns by calling it a “boutique” operation — the two units have a capacity for six people — and
offering to sit down with neighbors to answer their questions.
“I don’t want them to be stressed about it, I don’t want them to be thinking they have to move now; that’s not the case,” he said.
“It is so small in nature.”
The commission voted unanimously for the zone change and several expressed support of the project.
“I appreciate the neighbors keeping a hawkish eye on a beautiful spot in Albuquerque, but revitalization always requires change
and change requires vision, and I think this is a great little use for a unique property,” said Commissioner Bill McCoy III.

New approach to tiny houses
By Dianne L. Stallings / Ruidoso News, N.M. (TNS)
Friday, December 9th, 2016 at 8:33am

Ruidoso planning commissioners sent a recommendation to
altered.
the village council this week to approve a change in approach
Fire department officials approved the access to units, which
for a tiny home condominium development at Swiss Chalet to
was widened to 14 feet, he said. Adequate parking exists on
a Planned Unit Development with mixed uses.
the property and all previous approvals remain valid. ApprovThe change covers 1445 and 1451 Mechem Drive and inal would be consistent with the village’s comprehensive plan
cludes resubdivision and rezoning from C-2, community com- and state statutes, and the character of the neighborhood,
mercial, to PUD-M, up to 45 multi-family residential units and Dyjak said. “There is no evidence of negative impact above
22 minimal dwelling units on two tracts, Unit 2, Block 15, Alto what is allowed in a C2 zoning district,” he said.
Crest subdivision. The owner/applicant is Swiss Partners LLC
The owners have two years to complete the project with an
with Eric Collins acting as agent.
option to ask the commission for an extension.
Planning Administrator Bradford Dyjak told commissioners
“This whole thing came about when we tried to go to the unthe case is connected to two previous approvals by the comderwriters and they wanted legal descriptions for each unit,”
mission decided earlier this year, covering a conversion from
Collins said.
the existing Swiss Chalet Hotel into condominium units, and
in March, approval of multiple minimal single-family dwelling “Now you are buying the homes and the land as well?” Commissioner Mark Flack asked.
units called Piney Pods.
“This does not change the proposed uses already approved,”
Dyjak said. “The applicant still is committed to moving forward with the conversion within the existing hotel structure
and the minimal dwelling units. This is coming before you,
because the original approval of tiny homes was to be a tenants in common situation, not sold as separate lots.

“They can do multiple things, purchase a lot, get a long-term
lease to put up a Piney Pod,” Collins said. He clarified that
construction is limited to the pods. A person cannot buy two
or three lots and build whatever type of house they want, and
that can be specified in purchase agreements.
©2016 the Ruidoso News (Ruidoso, N.M.)

“Since then, applicants had issues with that arrangement. To
be able to sell as individual lots, the most appropriate approach was as a planned unit development overlay, subdividing into two tracts and different areas for the 22 dwelling
units.”
The PUD mixed use allows for some small scale retail commercial activity within the complex, creating a type of village
center, he said.
Dyjak recommended a designation of PUD mixed use, because the benefits include being able to require specific
standards and design guidelines “above and beyond what is
normally attached to the zoning,” and being able to ensure
that if the property changed hands, the design could not be
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Fight over building next to Loretto Chapel
continues
By Andy Stiny / Journal Staff Writer
Published: Thursday, November 10th, 2016 at 11:44pm
Updated: Thursday, November 10th, 2016 at 11:44pm

This view from the bell tower at La Fonda shows the corner of Water Street and Old Santa Fe Trail where the family that owns
the historic Loretto Chapel wants to build a four-story building. (Eddie Moore/Journal)
SANTA FE, N.M. — On a recent sunny day, standing next to Santa Fe’s historic Loretto Chapel, Maggie Andersson described to a
reporter the projected views of the chapel from various vantage points if her family is successful in constructing a long-planned,
multi-story residential/retail building next to it.
Andersson was in her early 20s and Bill Clinton in the first year of his presidency in 1994 when her father Jim Kirkpatrick, who
bought the chapel in 1971 and opened the Inn at Loretto next door in 1975, first applied to build on the lot at Old Santa Fe Trail
and Water Street. Kirkpatrick, now in his early 80s, sold the hotel in 1995.
Through various design iterations, hearings, a legal fight and amid opposition from some Santa Feans about a new building’s impact on the Loretto Chapel and downtown, the family is still seeking construction approval – now for a 25,536-square-foot building
with underground parking that they say fits with the surroundings.
This artist’s rendering shows the building proposed for a
site next to the Loretto Chapel in downtown Santa Fe.
The image shows the back of La Fonda hotel at left,
across Water Street from the building location. (Eddie
Moore/Journal)
Since their latest plan for a four-story design, with the
top story set back “wedding cake” style, was voted down
3-1 by the Historic Districts Review Board (known as the
H-Board) in September, they’ve appealed to the City
Council.
“We were really optimistic going into that meeting (of
the H-Board) … but I wasn’t surprised,” said Andersson.
“We have presented so many different renderings over
the years,” said Andersson, who works for the family
10

business Teme, LTD. “And they have never draws people from as far away as Japan
approved anything.
and is unique, then it has to abide by the
rules and one of those criteria is height.”
“I feel we have to go the City Council
route just so that everybody understands La Farge said he was also concerned about
the rules … and then we can tweak the
the “streetscape and whether or not it
building and make it the best possible
(the new building) will overwhelm the
building.”
chapel next to it.”
The appeal has not yet been placed on a
council agenda. The H-Board’s September
vote, following a public hearing, came
despite a staff recommendation for approval of exemption from a height ordinance that would have allowed the 49foot-high building to go forward.
Court ruling
The Kirkpatrick family believes that, based
on a 1998 court ruling that resulted from
litigation over one of the family’s earlier
proposals for the site, an exemption is not
required for the height of the latest design, but say they asked for one anyway at
the request of city staff.
That’s not the city’s position. A February
email from assistant city attorney Zachary
Shandler to Andersson says a 1996 ordinance applies and sets a height maximum
at the building site of 21 feet, 11 inches.
The Kirkpatricks’ recent appeal letter says
that maximum “ignores the fact that the
adjacent properties to the north and
south have long been developed with
buildings over 40 feet higher than the purported height limit.”
“The fact is that the proposed building is
more than 15 feet lower than the La Fonda and the Loretto Inn, and is 9 feet lower
than the rooftop of the Loretto Chapel,”
the letter said. The chapel was completed
in 1878 and includes the “Miraculous
Staircase” that legend says was built by a
mysterious carpenter who showed up
after prayers to St. Joseph. The back of La
Fonda is across Water Street from the site.
The issue goes beyond any impacts on the
chapel, said John Pen La Farge, president
of the Old Santa Fe Association.
He and other individual members of the
association oppose the new building, although the association board has not taken
a position on the proposal.
“Increasing the height of downtown Santa
Fe as a whole is a problem,” he said. “… If
we want Santa Fe to remain the town that

a new board in place, the Kirkpatrick family thought “Let’s just give it a shot” with a
new application, said Andersson. Legal
issues surfaced. “The lawyers start talking
and the whole system shuts down,” she
said. “Nobody quite gets the rules … and
we just got caught in the quagmire of design.”

Randall Bell, vice-president of the Old Santa Fe Association, said, “What I see the
applicant saying is, essentially, ‘We don’t
like the ordinance. We don’t want to be
bound by it.’ ”

The family maintains the 1998 court ruling
continues to allow a height of up to 65
feet. But the city says the ruling was specific to the 1996 proposal and there is “no
vested right” to build up to 65 feet, ac“Each granted gift (exception) that doesn’t cording to the February email from assisapply or doesn’t conform to city regulatant city attorney Shandler.
tions sets a precedent for other people to
At the September H-Board meeting, the
do the same thing,” said La Farge. “The
board’s staff recommended approval of a
city tends to not enforce its own ordinancheight waiver, even though some criteria
es … the city council tends to feel sorry for
had not been met.
people.”
Asked recently about the board’s denial of
Back to court?
the waiver, city planner supervisor David
Kirkpatrick bought the property from the Rasch said the board asked architect Eric
Sisters of Loretto in 1970 subject to a con- Enfield of Architectural Alliance, Inc., repdition that he could build to 65 feet high, resenting the Kirkpatrick family, for a dehis appeal letter states.
sign for a three-story building, and Enfield
returned with a four-story design.
“In an effort to facilitate the purchase and
at the request of the Sisters of Loretto, in A three-story design did not look good,
January of 1971, the city council adopted said Andersson. “It makes it blockier as a
Resolution 1971-3 establishing the height three-story,” she said.
limit for a building on the Property at 65
“He (Enfield) didn’t bring back what they
feet,” the letter says. Kirkpatrick bought
(the board) wanted to see,” said Rasch.
the property relying on that resolution,
“Some board members felt the proposed
the letter adds.
building crowded the chapel a little too
So when plans for a 43-foot-high building much.”
were turned down by the city, the KirkpatBecause the board asked for a three-story
ricks went to court in 1996. The appeal
design that would still have required a
letter says that the judge in that case had
height variance, “we really feel they were
“documented” a city stipulation that the
disingenuous,” said Andersson.
65-foot height allowed by the city in 1971
remained in effect and sent the matter
The cost of the process “has been burdenback to the Historic Districts Review Board some emotionally as well as financially,”
for further review.
Kirkpatrick said in a recent email for this
story.
“They denied our first building on rules
that didn’t exist,” Andersson said. The
He thinks the system needs an overhaul.
city’s attitude, she said, “is a large part of “It is my recommendation that the historic
why we sold the hotel (Inn at Loretto).”
districts overlay zoning be returned to the
oversight of the planning commission”
In 2004, the H-Board appointed a study
and that the height ordinance “be regroup to work with the family on a new
pealed for being an undue burden on the
plan, says Andersson. “We just kind of sat
economic vitality of our Capital Business
back and said, ‘What do you think?’ ” said
District,” he said in the email.
Andersson. But a proposal debated in
2006, larger than the current plan, also
Asked if District Court litigation was again
bogged down.
an option if the City Council upholds the
denial, Andersson said, “We’ll have to see
Fast forward to 2015. With time past and
… but we are certainly prepared to.”
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Activist sues Santa Fe over telecommunications
law
By T. S. Last / Journal Staff Writer
Published: Tuesday, December 13th, 2016 at 12:05am
Updated: Monday, December 12th, 2016 at 10:36pm

SANTA FE – Anti-wireless activist Arthur Firstenberg is suing Santa Fe city government again, this time over recently adopted
amendments to the city’s telecommunications ordinance.
He says franchise fees charged to telecommunications companies for use of public rights of way constitutes an unlawful tax
on consumers and that the ordinance provides for selective zoning in violation of state law.
The lawsuit filed in state District Court asks a judge to declare the ordinance void. Firstenberg claims the ordinance illegally
established a gross receipts tax without voter approval and does not impose a fee directly on telecommunications providers
that use the public rights of way.
Firstenberg alleges that the revised ordinance imposes a fee of 2 percent of gross revenues on telecommunications retailers
only, not the wholesalers which actually use the public rights of way, “and requires all telecommunications retailers in Santa
Fe to pass this ‘fee’ on to their customers.”
The plaintiffs in the case are Firstenberg and the Santa Fe Alliance for Public Health and Safety, of which he is president. Firstenberg, who is not a lawyer, signed the complaint.
City spokesman Matt Ross did not respond to phone calls and emails seeking the city’s response.
Last month, the City Council passed amendments intended to cure portions of an ordinance struck down by a federal court in
a previous lawsuit.
Assistant City Attorney Marcos Martinez told the council that Qwest, now doing business as CenturyLink, challenged a 2010
ordinance on the grounds that a telecommunications franchise fee was a disguised tax and effectively served to limit telecommunication services in violation of federal laws. While that lawsuit was settled, with Qwest agreeing to drop its claim, the
city was left with an ordinance that didn’t allow for a franchise fee to be charged, Martinez said. He said the amendments
would fix that by adding provisions to charge a reasonable fee, and change language to comply with state and federal law.
At the meeting when the amendments were passed, more than two dozen people spoke against the ordinance, including Ali
MacGraw. Her reasons for opposing the ordinance, like many who spoke before her, were health concerns associated with
telecommunication towers and the dangers they present.
Firstenberg has sued the city at least three times in the past. Online court records also show he’s filed lawsuits against Verizon Wireless, AT&T Mobility Services and New Cingular Wireless since 2011. He also sued a neighbor over her use of wireless
devices.
NOTE: This article is a follow-up to a presentation at the Santa Fe NMLZO Conference in September 2016.
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street art.
How should communities
handle street art? Is it a
public benefit or a
public nuisance?
Photo Location: Nicosia, Cyprus
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Paint it grey: the controversial plan to
'beautify' São Paulo
Shannon Sims, The Guardian Published 2:00 EST February 23,, 2017

As part of an effort to ‘clean up’ Brazil’s biggest city, mayor João Doria has been
down on his knees, spraying grey paint over beloved street art. Locals are furious.
For many of the 12 million people who live in São Paulo,
sitting in traffic and staring out the window at the graffiticoated walls that line the 23 de Maio thoroughfare is a
daily ritual, defining life in the city like the shake of a London umbrella or the swipe of a New York Metrocard. In a
city locked in by traffic and grey high-rises, these long
swaths of colorful, ever-changing graffiti images – beautiful, ugly, political and sometimes offensive – serve as jagged cuts in the city’s visual monotony.

calls spray-paint taggers “criminals”, and in an interview on
Brazilian TV he hypothesized that taggers “probably steal
cell phones” to pay for their paint.
The hardline approach of this centre-right politician (the
former host of Brazil’s version of The Apprentice) has set
off a debate across Brazil over the societal role of tagging,
graffiti and street murals – and how to tell the difference
between them.

And then, one morning, the walls were grey.

Previously, the walls of 23 de Maio had been the location
of the former administration’s concerted effort to encourAmong those doing the grey-painting was a tanned, trim
age graffiti artists by subsidizing their work there. By focusman dressed in a fluorescent orange jumpsuit, a dust mask ing on grey-painting that avenue in particular, Doria’s vicecovering his broad smile: João Doria, the new mayor of São mayor, Bruno Covas, notes that Doria was signaling that
Paulo. The painting of the city’s chaotically graffitied walls the “leniency of the last administration is over”. Currently
is one of his administration’s priorities, part of a project
the programme is paid for by outside companies and volcalled Cidade Linda, or Beautiful City, aimed at tidying up
unteers, but Doria says after four months the city will start
the urban landscape. The programme calls for Saturday
to pick up the tab.
morning “cleaning events,” in which workers replace broBlowback
ken street lights, patch crumbling sidewalks, trim unruly
How the residents of Latin America’s most populous urban
tree branches and repaint walls tagged with spray-paint.
centre feel about their city’s famously spray-painted walls
“The city is dirty, poorly cared for and covered in sprayis a complex issue that has turned Doria’s Beautiful City
paint tags,” Doria told the Guardian. “And this isn’t my
programme into his most controversial act as mayor. While
opinion, but the opinion of the people who live here.” He
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most Paulistanos seem generally on board with the clean-up
project, many are concerned that the graffiti and murals for
which the city is known – and which serve as a form of expression within the dense urban environment – are being sacrificed

in the name of cleanliness.
The blowback was swift. An outcry on social media cast the project as everything from pointless to a form of censorship, and
protests were organised. In another blow to Doria’s plan, a São
Paulo judge has passed a ruling prohibiting Doria from painting
over any graffiti without consulting with the city department
governing historic preservation, effectively suspending that part
of the Beautiful City programme.

Mauro Sergio Neri da Silva, one of São Paulo’s most recognisable
graffiti artists – better known as Veracidade – saw his own 23 de
Maio graffiti painted over. The previous city government had
paid him to graffiti the street’s walls. Since that time, his graffiti
had suffered the expected wear and tear and, according to
Doria, Da Silva’s work had been “partially mutilated” by taggers,
or pixadores. Doria said the “vandalism” of the taggers justified
painting over Da Silva’s work, adding: “The directive was that
any graffiti that had been tagged should be covered up.”
Da Silva disagrees. “The new administration chose to get rid of

this graffiti in a sensationalist way. Though they said the project
was against vandalism and tagging, they also painted over graffiti at the same time.” The day after finding his wall covered in
grey, Da Silva began gently sponge-washing the paint off, revealing the bright colours beneath but police officers stopped him
and hauled him to the police station, where he was charged with
committing an “environmental crime”. Soon, journalists gathered at the police station as well and by the time he was released a few hours later, his plight had evolved into a symbolic
case in the simmering fight over graffiti’s place in São Paulo –
between competing definitions of what makes a beautiful city.
São Paulo is a traffic-clogged commercial centre often referred
to as the “locomotive” of Brazil; it’s the location of most foreign

company headquarters and it’s where many of the country’s
richest keep an address. Correspondingly, the city is densely
populated with high-rise apartment and office buildings; the
city’s horizon looks like downtown Manhattan, except that the
high-rises expand much further in every direction. The drizzly
rain for which the city is infamous often casts a melancholy grey
pallor on the street traffic below.
São Paulo’s creatives punctuate the dreariness with cultural
manifestations not just in the form of street art, but also in the
city’s vibrant gastronomic and music scenes. The rapper Criolo,
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one of Brazil’s most successful music acts, is often considered
the pop-culture mouthpiece for the city’s urban issues. He told
the Guardian that the “great tension” of economic inequality
in the city “messes with the emotions of every citizen,” and
that the imagery on the city’s walls “are an expression of each
citizen’s lives”.
Over the past 30 years, the city has become known internationally for its graffiti. Without the natural beauty of Rio de
Janeiro to draw in tourists, São Paulo’s graffitied walls often
make the shortlist of sights
to see. Today, high-rises are
punctuated with grand murals by some of Brazil’s top
artists, who launch international careers on the city’s
concrete canvas.

“museum of street art”, mollifying many of the scheme’s original critics. Da Silva believes the concept is “a really positive
idea” and notes that “it would encourage people who are too
timid to do graffiti in the streets to practice their art”. But he
views the designated spaces as supplements rather than solutions. “There’s no way to restrict graffiti to certain places, it’s
impossible,” he says.
Some believe the controversy around the Beautiful City programme might indicate that times are changing in São Paulo.

One of those artists is Eduardo Kobra, who is currently
painting 25 murals around
New York City and whose
colourful kaleidoscopic images flood walls around São
Paulo. In a sign of the times,
another graffiti artist partially covered Kobra’s graffiti on the walls of 23 de Maio with an
Kobra believes that since the “controversial episode on the 23
image of Doria painting it grey, an explicit protest against the
de Maio”, the opinion of São Paulo’s citizens – and maybe
Beautiful City programme. On cue, workers quickly painted the
even the government – has shifted. “I think there has been a
entire wall grey.
significant change from when this programme began to today,
The conversation running beneath the controversy about the and I think most people are now in favour of public murals and
Beautiful City programme centres on a subtle distinction beartwork here,” he says. “I am anxiously awaiting the next chaptween graffiti and pixaçao, or tagging. While many of the city’s ters.”
walls are covered in beautiful murals, even more of the city’s
Criolo points out that the outcry has raised some fundamental
walls and monuments are covered in black spray-paint tags.
questions: “Whose city is this? Does the city have an owner –
While graffiti is considered by many residents to be a form of
or is it everyone’s?”
street art, tagging is a crime. Doria plans to crack down on
tagging by toughening the punishment.
Rosangela Lyra, the former director of the fashion brand Dior
in Brazil, is a supporter of Doria’s programme. She volunteered
Kobra says: “If the mayor is declaring war against the taggers,
to help out with the clean-up one weekend. “The programme
but no one can tell for sure what is tagging and what is graffiti,
is being very well received by the population,” she says,
many people making street art will be deterred.”
“because we want to live in a public space that is clean and
There is, however, one element of the Beautiful City probeautiful.” She is optimistic about the plan for designated
gramme most people seem to agree with: the establishment
graffiti centres, and she thinks painting grey over the old graffiof areas where graffiti artists can paint legally.
ti makes sense.
‘There’s no way to restrict graffiti’
In the latest version of the plan, five areas around the city will
be designated as legal graffiti spots, and Doria is promoting a

“It isn’t offensive,” she says, “It is a way of camouflaging the
walls in the city – grey is the colour that already dominates
this city.”
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short term vacation rentals.
Housing dilemma: the rental
squeeze
tightens market.
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Housing dilemma: Rental squeeze
tightens market
J.R. Logan , Taos News Published November 3, 2016 3:00AM

When Hannah Miller decided she wanted to move into Taos a year ago, she said she only found a
few places she liked and could afford. And the competition was fierce.
“There were 35 applicants when I tried to move in here,” Miller said in an interview from the modest
three-bedroom house off Los Pandos Road. “I was the winner, and thank God, because it’s a very
strapped market.”

Miller’s not alone. Plenty of renters say it’s next to impossible to find a decent house in Taos, and
many are blaming an explosion of short-term vacation rentals on the lack of rental stock. Property
owners, on the other hand, say websites like Airbnb have made it possible for locals to generate a
little extra income and afford to live in a place as expensive as Taos.
It’s a dilemma that’s playing out in resort communities across the Rocky Mountain West: How do you
balance the growth of an industry that brings in visitors and put money in the pockets of locals without
severely limiting housing options for the workers that do those tourism jobs?
‘Support group’
Like others scrambling for a
place to live, Miller says she
scoured the newspaper and
Craigslist for new listings.
She also found a Facebook
group called Taos Rent Me —
a page that is popular with
those looking for housing,
though Miller joked that it was
probably more useful as a
“support group.”

Hannah Miller said there were 35 applicants vying for the
same rental home when she first arrived to Taos with her
family.

A quick browse through the
page shows exactly that. Users often commiserate about
how hard it is to find housing
in Taos, and some offer luck
and prayers to those who’ve
come up empty despite
months of looking. Many
commenters point the finger
directly at vacation rentals.
“The Airbnb phenomena real-
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ly took off in the last couple of years, and the market here, which was already tight, just went
away,” said Lex Lyford, a member of the Rent Me
group, in an interview Nov. 2.

boost resort economies by bringing in more tourists and increasing demand for service industry
employees, including those that manage and
clean vacation rentals.

Lyford lives in a small casita just east of town, but
the property is under contract and about to sell.
The new owners plan to live in the big house, and
rent the casita as an Airbnb to help cover the
mortgage. “It makes sense,” says Lyford. “But it’s
killing the rental market.”

If each of the 3,300 licensed vacation rentals generated one-half of a full-time position, the report
concluded the town would need up to 764 additional housing units just to handle people working
in the short-term rental industry.

To get things in nearby Estes Park under control,
It’s hard to find clear data for Taos to back up that the Larimer County Commission voted earlier this
year to cap the number of vacation rentals at 700.
claim. But studies done in other resort towns
Commissioner Steve Johnson told The Taos
found that short-term rentals were having a big
News the limit was arbitrary (based on the best
impact.
estimate of existing vacation rentals), but was an
A study published in June and commissioned by attempt at finding the middle ground.
town leaders in Breckenridge, Colorado, found
that the number of short-term rentals in the resort “The one word I hear the most is ‘balance,’” Johncommunity grew by 198 between 2011 and 2016. son said. “We need them, but we don’t want to be
And since 2014, the number of long term rentals overrun with them.”
in the same area dropped by 54.
The county government is still trying to reach a
A survey in the same report found that about 9
compromise with leaders in Estes Park, where
percent of all renters in the nearby community of putting the brakes on an industry that’s seen as
Estes Park have been displaced in the last five
an economic boon is less popular.
years because units were converted to short-term
rentals.
Data lacking
The report pointed out that resort towns are popular for
vacation
rentals
because
it’s an
easy
way for
second
homeowners
to generate revenue from
a property while still being able to use it whenever
they want. Similarly, long-term renters in small
towns feel a stronger impact from short-term rentals because housing is already limited.
The situation is further complicated by the fact
that short-term rentals, as a whole, probably

If the Taos economy continues to grow, the situation could become a lot like what’s happening in
Colorado.
Taos Ski Valley, for instance, is in the midst of a
major overhaul meant to bring in more tourists
year round. The buzz around the redevelopment
has already attracted outside investors who
snapped up cheaper properties. Even if some of
those properties are used as short-term rentals, it
could be harder to house the hospitality workforce
that would be the backbone of the growing industry.
This season, for instance, the resort expects to
hire 75 more employees to staff the soon-to-open
Blake Hotel.
Tanner Martin is one of them. He lives in Georgia
and just graduated college. He’s taking time off
before grad school and accepted a job as a bell19

hop at the new hotel. But he says his first attempts
at finding a place to live for the ski season have
been useless. Places seem to get rented as quickly
as they’re advertised, he said, and he’s even considered applying for work at other resorts in Colorado where the housing market isn’t so tight. “It’s very
obvious there aren’t as many places available as
people looking,” Martin told The Taos News.

ties as well as vacation rentals. But Jones said Digs
got out of short-term rental management because it
was too much of a hassle. There are the constant
demands of taking bookings and arranging cleaners, not to mention late-night calls from clients complaining that the TV doesn’t work.

‘Beginning of crisis’

Justin Hilton of Berkeley, California, argues the
market in Taos isn’t as tight as it seems.

Jones says short-term rentals have obvious benefits, like bringing in more money per night and havThe town of Taos recently passed a short-term rent- ing flexibility in booking guests only when you want
al ordinance that was aimed at putting some regula- them. But she said some property owners actually
tion on vacation rentals. But enforcement has been make less money doing vacation rentals, especially
lacking. Of the hundreds of properties up for rent,
if you factor in the cost of furnishing a place and
just four owners have registered with the town so
paying utilities.
far.
“It’s kind of a hellish job,” Jones says, noting that
No detailed study has yet been done in Taos to
the online review process gives a lot of power to
gauge the extent of the impact from these rentals,
guests who have come to expect a lot.
but what data is available shows huge growth in vacation rentals and rising rents.
For long-term landlords, Jolie says it’s tempting to
raise rents because the demand is so high. She
Data from the U.S. Department of Housing and Ur- said her company tries to avoid that to keep from
ban Development show the fair market price of a
exacerbating the problem.
two-bedroom rental in Taos County went up 25 percent between 2009 and 2014. The same data show “We try to plead with our owners: Just because you
rental prices have more or less leveled off since,
can raise the rent doesn’t mean you should.” Jones
though county-level data don’t offer a clear picture said.
of how rents have changed in desirable markets like
Taos and Arroyo Seco.
‘Elasticity’

Meanwhile, vacation rentals appear to be booming.
A search of past internet archives found 123 Taos
rentals posted on airbnb.com in Sept. 2013. This
week there were 289.
And at vrbo.com (Vacation Rentals By Owner), archived internet pages show 209 rentals in May
2012. This week, the site had 788 listings for Taos.

Hilton got into the vacation rental business a few
years ago after using sites like Airbnb as a guest in
Europe. He says he liked the personal connection
between owners and clients and he felt like he got
to know a place better if he was staying in a local’s
house.
Today, Hilton owns vacation rentals in several
states, including five properties in Taos County —
two condos in Taos Ski Valley and three in Taos.

“That’s not even Taos Ski Valley, that’s 788 just in
Taos,” said Jolie Jones, an associate broker with
Piñon Investments of Taos and qualifying broker
County records show Hilton has been buying propwith Digs Property Management. “What we’re expe- erties in Taos since 2011, many of which were bank
riencing right now is sort of the beginning of a crisis. -owned.
There’s tons of demand and very little supply.”
“I was buying foreclosures and totally remodeling
Until recently, Digs handled long-term rental proper- them,” Hilton says. “But I can’t really do that any
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more. The market is back now, and the prices don’t make sense.”
Hilton also said that the margin on vacation rentals isn’t as great as some people expect. Gross revenue
is great because nightly rents are high, but the costs are also higher. Hilton also has a couple long-term
rentals around Taos, and in the end, he says he makes the same amount from both rental types. He said
he actually has a hard time finding a tenant for his two long-term rentals, which suggested to him that the
demand isn’t as high as others claim.
Hilton said he’s sensitive to concerns about short-term rentals tying up housing stock for locals. That’s
why he won’t rent Airbnb properties in San Francisco. But he says each market is different and some
have room for vacation rentals.
“In Taos, I don’t think there is such a critical rental market that it’s having a huge effect,” Hilton said. In
fact, he said Airbnb gives “elasticity” to a resort economy like Taos by making room for visitors during
high times without requiring big investments in hotels that sit half empty for part of the year.
In his experience, Hilton said rental markets tend to resolve problems on its own. “If there’s a rental demand for a kind of property, then that property is provided,” he said.

Miller said she only found a few places she liked and could afford. And the competition was
fierce.
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MEET OUR NEW NMLZO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Michael Garcia, President

My name is Michael Garcia your current
NMLZO President. Thank you for giving
me the responsibility and honor of
serving as your President for the next two
years.
My career in planning and zoning began
when I was appointed as a Commissioner
for the Planning and Zoning Committee
for the City of Las Vegas. I served for
three years and really liked what I was
learning and decided to pursue this as a
career, after working for 25 years as a
Sales Manager with a Chevrolet Auto
Dealership. I learned to deal with the
public, and as commissioner I gained an
understanding of land use regulations,
policy and procedure, and how to be fair
and transparent in your decisions. I am
currently employed by Rio Arriba County
as an Assistant Planner and was previously employed as Land Development Specialist for San Miguel County. I have a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from New Mexico Highlands
University and have been a member of
the NMLZO since 2006. I am also a Certi-

fied Floodplain Manager and Certified and do the hard work necessary to build
Zoning Official for the county.
membership and recommend the best
training presentations for zoning officials,
I recently moved to Santa Fe and realized with the same enthusiasm and energy
that I will never run out of new restau- that I have shown. I look forward to
rants to try out. I really enjoy my new meeting with you at our next conference
surroundings and all that Santa Fe and in Albuquerque, and discuss with you
Espanola Valley has to offer. I enjoy cook- what we can do to make our conferences
ing, fine dining, and raising my family more effective and productive for the
around the family ranch in Rociada, New future of your community.
Mexico. I have two grown children and
four wonderful grandchildren, and a
beautiful wife of 34 years that keeps us
all in line.
As a Board Member, I have been
involved, committed, and dependable. I
understand the commitment that is
needed to be on the Board and I am
willing to continue to promote and support the success of the NMLZO. Networking and meeting with other likeminded officials at the conference expands knowledge and allows you to learn
other methods for handling same situations you are dealing with in your community. I will continue do my very best

Loretta Hatch, President-Elect
Loretta has worked for the Village of Bosque Farms since
2012. Her current title is Planning & Zoning Administrator and
Floodplain Manager. She is responsible for Development Review /Floodplain permitting, CUP’s, SUP’s, Variances, Business
Registration/Licensing, and Code Enforcement to name a few.
Loretta is also Executive Director of Keep Bosque Farms Beautiful. She is a resident of The Village of Bosque Farms and was
born and raised in Valencia County. She is currently the President Elect of the New Mexico League of Zoning Officials.
“I feel honored to be able to help serve this association.
Without the League I don’t believe I would be as successful in
my career as I have been. The member’s willingness to help
one another and commitment to continuing education is invaluable. I am proud to be a member of this association and
will continue my commitment to the New Mexico League of
Zoning Officials in any way needed.”
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MEET OUR NEW NMLZO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Stella Rael, Vice President

Stella is the youngest of ten children, born and raised in Vaughn, NM. She has lived in Alamogordo since May 1982. Stella is the proud mother of four children; a son and three
daughters, and the grandmother of eight grandsons and two granddaughters with two
more blessings arriving in September.
Stella began her career with the City of Alamogordo in July 2007 as the Administrative Assistant for the building department. She was promoted to Planning and Zoning Administrator in August 2012 and currently among the many hats that she wears she has recently
taken a role assisting the Grant Coordinator with CDBG projects. Stella is very proud to say
that she has been very instrumental with the Main Street program and the White Sands
Beautification Initiative program which are both new to Alamogordo. Stella is a member of the NMLZO and was appointed to the NMLZO DRC as the Alternate for District 6 in 2012. Stella obtained her CZO certification in April 2015
which she is very proud of. She currently holds the title of Vice President on the NMLZO Board. On her free time she
enjoys spending time with her family and friends. Stella’s love for the outdoors keeps her very active in her yard,
camping, fishing, and deer hunting.

Clyde “C.B.” Strain, Immediate Past President
My Name is C.B. Stain. I was born and raised in Gallup, and have worked in several administrative
capacities. Prior to being employed with the City of Gallup, I was licensed as a general contractor
and had my own construction company. When the position of Building Inspector became available
for the City of Gallup, I applied for the position and was successfully hired as a Building Inspector in
June of 2001. During this time, I was successful in obtaining several certifications which include
State of New Mexico Certified Building Inspector, International Code Council Certified Building Inspector, International Code Council Certified Plans Examiner and International Code Council Certified Accessibility Inspector/Plans Examiner.
I was promoted to Building and Zoning Official in 2003 and became support staff for the City of
Gallup Planning and Zoning Commission. During this time, I was responsible for building permitting
and plan review, building inspection and presentation of items to the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council. In 2003, I also became a member of the NMLZO. I received my Certified
Zoning Official Certification in September of 2005. I also served as the District #1 Representative
for the District Representative Committee (DRC) from January of 2005 to September of 2006. In
2007 the position of Planning Director became available for which I applied and was successful and have been working
in this capacity for the City of Gallup since then. My position oversees all building permitting and building inspection,
code enforcement and all planning and zoning issues that go before the Planning and Zoning Commission and City
Council such as subdivisions, annexations, conditional use permits, variances, text amendments, zone changes, etc.
In May of 2010, I applied for and enthusiastically received my Certified Zoning Official Continuing Certification certificate and again in August of 2014.
I will do my best to continue to promote and support the NMLZO. I feel that my years of experience as a Building Inspector, Zoning Official and Planning Director will be an asset to the association in that I understand what we do every
day as zoning officials, and what training is needed in order for us to do our jobs to the best of our abilities. Planning
and zoning is a very demanding, stressful and sometimes frustrating career; however, with the stress and frustration
comes great opportunity, pride and satisfaction when you see the difference a positive effort on our part can make in
our communities. I feel that the NMLZO has made it possible for each of us to have the tools necessary to do our jobs
to the best of our ability and has given us a voice and a platform in which to be recognized. I plan to continue this tradition by researching and recommending much needed training in specific areas related to what we do on a daily basis as
zoning officials.
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MEET OUR NEW NMLZO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bradford Dyjak, City Board Member

An advocate of pragmatic planning and community-driven development of small towns and
resort communities, Bradford Dyjak originally hails from the “Land of Pleasant Living” in Maryland where he remains a devout fan of both the Orioles and Ravens. Mr. Dyjak previously
served in the office of Maryland’s 6th Congressional District Representative Roscoe Bartlett’s
assisting with policy research and constituent services before entering Maryland local government.
Since relocating to the Land of Enchantment, he became the first Planning & Zoning Administrator for the City of Elephant Butte. Currently serving the Village of Ruidoso as Community
Development Director, Mr. Dyjak oversees the Department which includes issuance of building,
planning, zoning and floodplain permits, inspection services, Geographic Information Systems
program, capital and economic development projects, the Ruidoso Main Street program and business and short-term
residential rental registrations. He is also actively engaged as a steering committee member with the South Central
Mountains Economic Development Association and sits on the Board of Directors of Carrizozo Works.

County Board Member

VACANT
Adam Ochoa, Member at Large
My name is Adam Ochoa and I am a Planner with the City of
Las Cruces. I have been with the City of Las Cruces since
June of 2008. I was born and raised in El Paso, Texas and
currently still live there with my wife and four children. I
graduated with my Bachelors of Science in Urban and
Regional Planning from Texas State University in May of
2008. I have been a member with the New Mexico League
of Zoning Officials since 2009 and received my Certified
Zoning Official certification in September of 2012. I then
received my Certified Zoning Official Continuing Certification certificate in September of 2016.
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MEET OUR NEW NMLZO DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE

Erica Giron, DRC Chair
Erica Giron is a Zoning and Land Use Inspector for the Bernalillo County Planning & Development Service Department in Albuquerque. She graduated from Rio Grande High School and
attended Central New Mexico Community College where she received her Associates Degree in
Liberal Arts. Prior to starting her career in Zoning, Ms. Giron worked at Mervyn’s retail department store as a supervisor. She started her career at Bernalillo County as an Administrative Assistant for the Environmental Health Department in March of 2009 and from there she
worked her way to her current position. Ms. Giron became a member of the New Mexico
League of Zoning Officials February of 2014. She understands the time and the commitment it
takes to build membership and is up for the challenge. This includes reaching out to the zoning
community to inform them about the training that NMLZO has to offer. Ms. Giron is engaged
to Aaron Simplico and is a step mom to Mariah and Dayavi. She is excited and looks forward to
meeting everyone at the next conference.

District 1 Representatives—Steven Saavedra & Larry Hathaway
Steven Saavedra is the Community Development Director for the City of Aztec. Mr.
Saavedra studied City and Regional Planning at Cornell University, and Economics
and Psychology at the University of New Mexico. He has worked both locally and
internationally on issues related to land use, economic development, and regional
planning.

Larry was raised in Kirtland, New Mexico. He graduated from Brigham Young
University in Provo, Utah, with a degree in Business Management. After
graduating from college he began a career with Arizona Public Service. He
worked for twenty-nine years as an accountant, accounting supervisor and administrative services manager. He retired, took the weekend off, and went to
work in the public sector for San Juan County as the General Services Administrator in 2010. He has responsibilities for several departments, two of which
are Community Development and the Office of Code Compliance.
Larry serves as a board member on the Northwest New Mexico Council of Governments. He is an alternate board member for the Farmington Metropolitan
Planning Organization Technical and Policy Committees. He also serves on various community boards and is a Trustee for the newly incorporated Town of
Kirtland.
Larry and his wife Yevette have been married for thirty-nine years and are the
parents of six children. All of their children are married and have blessed them
with fourteen grandchildren thus far. Larry enjoys any type of outside physical
work or exercise including a daily running regimen.

Photo Credit: Farmington Daily Times
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MEET OUR NEW NMLZO DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE

District 2 Representatives—Monica Velasquez & Larry Valdez
My name is Monica Velasquez, and I work in the Planning and Zoning Department as the Rural
Addressor Tech II/Code Enforcement Officer, for Rio Arriba County. I have been employed with
Rio Arriba County for 1 year now. I started as a Code Enforcement Officer, where I found interest in the addressing aspect of the department. I am currently District 2 Representative for
NMLZO. I am 27 years of age and spend my free time coaching youth sports for the kids of my
Valley. Being Code Enforcement Officer for my County has really given me a sense of pride. I am
proud to serve on the DRC and grateful to have been given the opportunity to serve my peers.

My name is Larry Valdez and I am currently employed with Los Alamos County as a Code Enforcement Officer in the Building Safety Division. I have been employed with Los Alamos County for 1 year
and 3 months. Previously, I was employed with the City of Espanola for 15 years working as a Planning Technician, Floodplain Manager and most recently as a State Licensed Building Inspector. Definitely wore a few hats! Prior to working state government, I worked 20 years for a subcontractor to
Los Alamos National Laboratory protecting our national security interest. I left that job as a 1 st Lt. on
a Special Weapons and Tactics Team to start raising a family! That said, I’ve been married, going on
20 years, and have two children, Christopher 19 and Alyssa 15. It’s been fun. I entered them into 4-H
at a very young age and soon took over as 4-H Leader of the Club, Abiquiu Hillbillies! I was born and
raised in the beautiful Espanola Valley, graduating from Espanola Valley High and attended New
Mexico State University to pursue a career in Wildlife Science. I couldn’t bare being so poor so I left
school to start working. Hind sight is 20/20! I make time to raise a few sheep, a few cattle, grow hay
and tend to a small apple orchard. Enough of me, I’m very pleased and honored to be able to support and work for this association and look forward to serving on the DRC Committee. I have been a member of the NMLZO and
have attended conferences for the past 3 years. I look forward to meeting everyone and working with the NMLZO Membership.

District 3 Representatives—Damian Casias & Maria Perea
Hi, my name is Damian Casias and I was born and raised in Cimarron and graduated from
Cimarron High in 1995. My parents are George and Teresa Casias. I have one brother and
one sister. I also have my son Derrick who is 19. I currently work for the Village of Cimarron as the Public Works Supervisor. I like to camp, go fishing, or just hang out with my
friends and family.

My name is Maria Perea. I am employed by the City of Las Vegas since April
2000 as the CADD Technician for Community Development. As CADD Technician for the City, I deal with zoning issues that are presented to our P&Z Commission and Board of Adjustment. I insure that all properties within the City
Limits are addressed. I do the mapping for Community Development and other
Departments of the City, except for Utilities. As of May 2014, I am a Certified
Zoning Official for the City of Las Vegas. In addition to my duties as CADD Technician, I also process Business Licenses and Building Permits. I mostly process
minor permits and permits for placement of Mobile/Manufactured Homes on
private property within City Limits. This is my third term as a District 3 Representative, and I look forward to another two years with the DRC.
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District 4 Representatives—Elpidia Solis & Monika Garrett
I’m Elpidia Solis. I have worked at the City of Texico for 8 years as Deputy
Clerk. Where is Texico, you say? It is 8 miles east of Clovis and right up
against the west Texas border. I have been married for 21 years and we
have five children. I am very active in my church, school, and community.
In my spare time, I like to rest!

Monika Garrett was born Monika Beier, in Barme/Dorverden Germany. She attended and completed her
schooling in Verden Germany, and she later met her husband of 33 years in Hanau, Germany while working at the Officers club on base. Monika has 3 children, 2 girls and a boy, which have blessed her with 8
Grandchildren, 4 girls and 4 boys. Monika enjoys serving others through her Church and in her community. Monika has a Celebrate Victory group she started in 2015, that meets every Friday night, she also
serves as the sectary for the local volunteer Fire Department. Monika has worked for the City of
Tucumcari as the Senior Center Manager at House, and has held the position of Code Enforcement
Officer for the past 2 years. Monika also serves on the Tucumcari Safety Committee. Monika enjoys her
time with her animals and grandkids. Her hobbies include serving the Lord, knitting, reading and sewing.
Monika is grateful for the amazing job that she has and feels blessed to be able to serve others in an
amazing community

District 5 Representatives—Laura Brock & Suzanne Hathon
My name is Laura Brock City from Lovington NM. I am the Animal/Code/Zoning Enforcement Supervisor and the Keep Lovington Beautiful Director. I have been with the City of
Lovington for 5 years, and have been in the Animal and Code Enforcement field approximately 10 years. I am the mother of 4 wonderful Children. Janet, 20 years of age, attends
Texas Tech University and is working towards a Nurse Practitioner degree. Sandra, 18 years
of age, attends the University of the Southwest on a partial soccer scholarship working towards a Business Degree. Briana, 16 years of age, is a Junior in High School working towards
getting a scholarship in soccer to attend college. Justice, 14 years of age, is in the 8 th grade
and is an all around sports fan. Love of God, family, and making a positive difference in this
world is the heart of everything I do.

My name is Suzanne Hathon. I am one of two Code Enforcement Officers with Eddy County in Carlsbad. I have been employed with Eddy County for 2.5 years. I received my Certified Zoning Official designation at last September’s NMLZO Fall Conference. I also received my ICC/ACCE Zoning Inspector & Property Maintenance &
Housing Inspector Certifications this past year. I am currently a Certified Code Enforcement Officer through ICC/AACE. My experience is mostly in enforcement of
local ordinances, and previous experience included enforcement of State of Arizona statutes. In my free time, I am a volunteer firefighter with Happy Valley Fire &
Rescue. I am also the Vice-President of an animal welfare 501c3 non-profit organization in Carlsbad named C-PAWS. I look forward to serving on the District Representative Committee, representing District 5.
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District 6 Representatives—Samantha Mendez & Corina Lisk
Samantha J. Mendez has been an active member of the NMLZO
since 2012 and earned her CZO in 2014. She has been employed
with the County of Lincoln for five years and works within the Planning Department. A few of her duties include, ordinance administration including issuing county liquor licenses, historic district
zoning enforcement, grant writing and management, as well as
serving as the Public Information Officer for the Lincoln County All
Hazard Incident Management Team. In 2012 she earned her
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from New Mexico
State University.
Born and raised in Arizona; my family and I moved to Cloudcroft in 2005. I have 5 children
and 9 grandchildren. My husband and I own a business called Remote Well Solutions,
which helps ranchers improve their water sources for cattle. We are also cattle ranchers in
Lincoln County. Currently, I’m the Utility Billing and Planning & Zoning Clerk for the Village
of Cloudcroft.

District 7 Representatives—Raymond Chavez & Roger Cruzan
I started working for the City of Truth and Consequences in 1996 in the Sanitation Department. My supervisor sent me to OSHA training, and after completion I was made part time Safety Coordinator. During
9/11, I was deployed with the Guard. When I returned, I was appointed Assistant Safety Coordinator. In
2006 I was promoted to Code Compliance Office and also became a member of NMLZO. Now I work as the
City’s Code Compliance / Safety Officer / Deputy Fire Marshall and City Photographer. I received my CZO
certification in September of 2010. I also served as the District 7 Alternate Representative for the DRC
from 1/14 to 9/14. In August of the same year I received my Certified Zoning Official Continuing Certification Certificate. I became the District 7 Representative in 2014 and now also serve as the Vice Chair of the
DRC.
I’m Roger Cruzan, Code Enforcement Officer for the Town of Silver City. I graduated from the
University of Texas Health Science Center in Houston Texas after attending and studying business at South Texas Collage. After moving to Colorado, I graduated from the Colorado Law Enforcement Academy. It was while living in La Junta Colorado that I helped start a Police Explorer
Post thru the Boy Scouts of America, serving as both Scout Master and Police Liaison Officer. It
was also where I somewhat modified my career in health care and started a new one in law enforcement. I became the Director of Hospital Safety and Security for both an acute care and
Long term Care facility. After almost 11 years in Colorado, a move to Eureka Springs, Arkansas
found me working as a police officer and deputy sheriff. I also served as the Laboratory Director
for a free community clinic.
My son, a Police Lieutenant in Silver City, convinced me and my wife that it was time to move to
New Mexico. We moved to Silver City in 2014 and I began work as a Code Enforcement Officer
shortly afterwards. I’m honored to have been selected to serve on the DRC and look forward to
serving as one of your District 7 representatives.
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District 8 Representatives—Brenda Alberts & Manuel Pacheco
My name is Brenda Alberts. I have been a resident of Valencia County for 23 years and currently
serve as a Code Enforcement Officer and Certified Floodplain Manager for Valencia County in the
Unincorporated Regions. I have been a member of NMLZO and NMFMA for 2 years. My father is
retired Navy so growing up in the military my family moved about the country spanning from East
Coast to the West Coast. After graduating from California State University with a Bachelor of Science
in Agricultural and Behavioral Sciences, I migrated to New Mexico where I have finally established
roots. When I am not at work I spend a majority of my time with my six year old daughter exploring
the rural outlands of Valencia County picking up interesting “Rocks” or horseback riding up and
down the banks of the Rio Grande. I am an outgoing person that enjoys meeting new people and
believe that you have to enjoy life and enjoy what you do. I have a creative crafty mind and value the
skills, strengths and perspectives of others in creating a diverse team. I am looking forward to being
an active member of the DRC team that enables people to get involved in their community and environment.

Manuel L. Pacheco is currently the Building Official for the Village of Corrales, a position he previously held along with the title of Buildings and Grounds Director for the Town of Taos.
Manuel has over 28 years of experience in the heavy civil construction sector as a former project superintendent and project manager. He also has considerable experience working with municipal,
state and federal inspectors and engineering teams, garnering Mr. Pacheco two Letters of Commendation for work completed on both Federal and Tribal projects.
Manuel is a Residential and Commercial Certified Building Inspector, Accessibility Inspector /Plans
Examiner, Commercial Plans Examiner and certified traffic control supervisor, with the certifications
from the State of New Mexico Construction Industries Division (NMCID) and through the International Code Council (ICC). Manuel has also received hazard communications training and certifications,
as well as confined space certification for emergency extraction. Manuel resides in Ranchos De Taos,
and Corrales New Mexico, and is active and very passionate with environmental and city government
issues.
Manuel served on the Northern New Mexico Citizens’ Advisory Board, a site specific board (SSAB) for
the NNSA and the Department of Energy site specific to the Los Alamos Laboratory and the Los Alamos Site Office (LASO). Manuel
also served as the vice chair of the EM SSAB in Northern New Mexico, and was appointed to the board in September 2009 after an
extensive vetting process by DOE and the White House, and served two full terms.
Weekends you can find Manuel either splitting wood or riding his Electra -Glide and most importantly, spending quality time with
his family.

NMLZO Zoning Stone Editor—John Miller
John has lived and worked in the Taos region for the past six years in different capacities within the
land use planning field. Upon completion of a degree in Public Policy from Georgia State University
in Atlanta, Georgia, John moved to Taos Ski Valley to work and ski. He currently serves as the
Floodplain Manager and Senior Planner for the Town of Taos, focusing his work on long range planning, environmental protection and conservation projects, historical preservation, acequia revitalization, as well as open space / trails implementation projects.
He has a wife and a three year old son, and enjoys hiking, backcountry skiing, fishing, and hunting.
Additionally, he is a huge proponent of the benefits of public lands and open space, and truly believes that communities should utilize the powers of long range planning and, more importantly,
zoning to help create and preserve quality agricultural and forested working lands for future generations to utilize and enjoy.
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SIX GREAT REASONS TO BE AN
NMLZO SPONSOR
Reason #1 — An opportunity to meet Planners and Zoning &
Code Enforcement Officials from throughout the
State.
Reason #2 — An opportunity to meet Planning & Zoning Commissioners from throughout the State.
Reason #3 — Statewide Exposure and Name Recognition of your
Business/Company.
Reason #4 — Public Relations and Business Development Opportunities in an informal, centralized setting.
Reason #5 — Discuss Development Process and share ideas and
industry concerns with local Officials and Planning & Zoning Commissioners.
Reason #6 — Introduce products and services to your local Officials and Planning & Zoning Commissioners.
Of all the partnerships we develop in NMLZO, our sponsors
have a significant impact on the success of our association. As
members, we derive the benefit of their knowledge and experience. They give us the opportunity to grow our networks and
broaden our horizons with their information and products .
Do you have a favorite vendor, contractor or product you’d like to see represented
at our next meeting? We can help you show them how sponsoring our event or
placing an ad in our newsletter is a great way to share a very specific message to a
diverse group of land use officials in every corner (and of course we mean that literally) of the state! Just ask any Board Member or DRC Member, or contact Linda
Alire-Naranjo with the New Mexico Municipal League.
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What is the Real ID Act?
What is the Real ID Act?
In response to acts of terrorism committed against
the United States, and in an effort to ensure the
safety of citizens, Congress passed the REAL ID
Act of 2005. The REAL ID Act is implemented
through federal regulations administered by the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
The Real ID Act promotes security in the issuance
of licenses and identification cards, and deters identity theft and fraud by requiring all states to meet
certain physical and procedural security standards
for production and issuance of Driver’s Licenses
(DL) and Identification Cards (ID). The Act also
requires certain documentation standards, including
authentication and verification standards for proof of
identity, date of birth, Social Security number, residence, and lawful status or presence.

Why do I Need a Real ID Compliant
License or ID Card?
Access to certain federally controlled facilities
(federal laboratories, military bases, nuclear power
plants) or activities (flying on commercial aircraft)
requires a DL or ID issued by a state determined to
be in compliance with the REAL ID Act.

www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/images/TSA%20Generic.jpg?
itok=HM7P5dpK

How to Get or Renew an
Identification Card

Documents Required for a REAL ID Identification Card

The New Mexico MVD issues secure identification cards
to help protect New Mexicans from identity theft. Persons applying for a New Mexico identification card are
issued a temporary ID card while their regular ID card is
being processed and mailed.

To obtain a REAL ID identification card, you will need to bring
the following documents to any MVD Field Office:

If you have an old New Mexico driver license or an old ID
card, it will be voided and may be used in conjunction
with the temporary ID card, for up to 45 days from the
date of issue.

Why do I Need a Real ID Compliant
License or ID Card?
Access to certain federally controlled facilities
(federal laboratories, military bases, nuclear power
plants) or activities (flying on commercial aircraft)
requires a DL or ID issued by a state determined to
be in compliance with the REAL ID Act.

• One (1) proof of identification number, and
• One (1) proof of identity, and
• Two (2) proofs of New Mexico residency.
To obtain a driving authorization card, you will need to bring
the following documents to any MVD Field Office:
• Two (2) proofs of identity and identify number, and
• Two (2) proofs of New Mexico residency.
Please note, if you cannot provide proof of lawful status:
You may only apply for the non-compliant card, and if you do
not have a valid New Mexico driver’s license, you must provide
fingerprints at one of the following MVD field offices: ABQ Special Services, Alamogordo, Carlsbad, Clovis, Espanola, Farmington, Las Cruces-Del Rey, Raton, Roswell, Ruidoso, Silver City,
T or C, or Tucumcari.
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