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ARTICLE II

TRAFFIC ADMINISTRATION

12-2-1		Traffic Division Established
12-2-2		Administration of Traffic Division
12-2-3		Duties of Traffic Division
12-2-4		Records of Traffic Division
12-2-5		Traffic Accident Reports Maintained by Traffic Division
12-2-6		Traffic Accident Studies by Traffic Division
12-2-7		Annual Traffic Safety Report by Traffic Division
12-2-8		Traffic Engineer and Traffic Engineering Department Established
12-2-9		Duties of Traffic Engineer
12-2-10	Emergency and Experimental Regulations


12-2-1		TRAFFIC DIVISION ESTABLISHED.  A traffic division within the municipal police department is established. (*)

12-2-2		ADMINISTRATION OF TRAFFIC DIVISION.  The traffic division shall be under the control of an officer of the police department, and this officer shall be appointed by and directly responsible to the chief of police or a person designated by the chief of police. (*)

12-2-3		DUTIES OF TRAFFIC DIVISION.  The traffic division, with such assistance as may be rendered by the other divisions within the police department, shall:

			(1)	enforce traffic regulations applicable to street traffic;

			(2)	make arrests for traffic violations;

			(3)	investigate accidents;

			(4)	cooperate with the traffic engineer and other city officials in the administration of traffic conditions; and

			(5)	carry out those duties imposed on it by this ordinance. (*)

12-2-4		RECORDS OF TRAFFIC DIVISION.

		A.	The traffic division or the police department shall keep a record of traffic accidents, warnings, arrests, convictions, complaints and alleged violations of this ordinance or state vehicle laws reported for each person within its jurisdiction.

		B.	The records shall be filed alphabetically under the name of the person concerned.



		C.	Each person's record shall:

			(1)	include a record of the final disposition of all alleged violations of this ordinance or state vehicle laws;

			(2)	show all types of violations and the total of each type; and

			(3)	accumulate during at least a five-year period and shall be maintained complete for at least the most recent five-year period. (*)

[bookmark: _Hlk107491018]12-2-5		TRAFFIC ACCIDENT REPORTS MAINTAINED BY TRAFFIC 			DIVISION. 

		A.    The traffic division shall maintain a suitable system of filing traffic accident reports.

		B.	Accident reports or cards referring to them shall be filed alphabetically by location. (*).

		C.	Every law enforcement officer who, in the regular course of duty, investigates a motor vehicle accident of which report must be made as required in this ordinance either at the time of and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by interviewing participants or witnesses shall, within twenty-four hours after completing such investigation, forward a written report of such accident to the division.

		D.	The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in bodily injury to or death of any person or total property damage to an apparent extent of five hundred dollars ($500) or more shall within five days after the accident forward a written report of the accident to the division.  (66-7-207 NMSA 1978)

[bookmark: _Hlk107490980]		E.	The department of transportation may require any driver of a vehicle involved in an accident of which report must be made as provided in this section to file supplemental reports whenever the original report is insufficient in the opinion of the department of transportation and may require witnesses of accidents to render reports concerning the accidents to the department of transportation. (66-7-207 NMSA 1978)

		F.	Every law enforcement officer who, in the regular course of duty, investigates a motor vehicle accident of which report must be made as required in this section, either at the time of and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by interviewing participants or witnesses, shall, within twenty-four hours after completing the investigation, forward a written report of the accident to the department of transportation. A law enforcement officer shall also, within twenty-four hours after completing the investigation, forward the written report of the accident to the motor transportation division of the department of public safety1 if the accident involves a commercial motor vehicle and results in:

(1) 	bodily injury to any person and the person is transported to a medical facility for immediate medical attention;

(2) 	the death of any person; or

(3)	 any vehicle involved in the accident being towed from the scene due to disabling damage caused by the accident (66-7-207 NMSA 1978)
 

12-2-6		TRAFFIC ACCIDENT STUDIES BY TRAFFIC DIVISION.  Whenever accidents at particular location become numerous, the traffic division shall cooperate with the traffic engineer in conducting studies of such accidents and determining remedial measures. (*)

12-2-7		ANNUAL TRAFFIC SAFETY REPORT BY TRAFFIC DIVISION.  The traffic division shall prepare an annual traffic report which shall be filed with the administrator.  The report shall contain, but not be limited to, the following information:

			(1)	number of traffic accidents, number of persons killed, number of persons injured and other pertinent traffic accident data;

			(2)	safety activities of the police; and
	
			(3)	plans and recommendations of the traffic division for future traffic safety activities. (*)

12-2-8		TRAFFIC ENGINEER AND TRAFFIC ENGINEERING	DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED.  The traffic engineering department is established.  The department shall be under the control of the traffic engineer who shall be appointed by the administrator and who shall exercise the powers and duties provided in this ordinance. (*)

12-2-9		DUTIES OF TRAFFIC ENGINEER.  The traffic engineer shall:

			(1)	determine the installation and proper timing and maintenance of traffic control devices;

			(2)	conduct engineering analyses of traffic accidents and devise remedial measures;

			(3)	conduct engineering investigations of traffic conditions;

			(4)	cooperate with other officials in the development of methods to improve traffic conditions; and

			(5)	carry out such additional powers and duties as are imposed by municipal ordinances. (*)
				
12-2-10	EMERGENCY AND EXPERIMENTAL REGULATIONS.

		A.	The administrator may make and enforce temporary or experimental regulations to cover emergencies or special conditions, but no such temporary or experimental regulation shall remain in effect for more than 90 days.

		B.	The administrator may test traffic-control devices under actual traffic conditions. (*)
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