
Urban Camping

PR E SE NT ED B Y J O HNAT HO N AG UIL A R  
CODE ENFOR CEMENT COOR DINATOR 
B E R NA L ILLO  CO UNT Y



How to address encampments within your 
local jurisdiction.
• Certification Requirements

• Ordinances Within your Jurisdiction

• Due Process and Required Notice

• Offering Resources – housing, healthcare, behavioral health services

• Jurisdiction Owned or Controlled Property

• MRGCD Irrigation Canals and Acequias

• Using GIS Resources to Your Advantage

• Private Property Enforcement

• Legal Ramifications

• The Aftermath and Cleanup

• Q&A and Discussion



Certification 
Requirements 
What certifications are you required 
to maintain within your jurisdiction 
to perform your essential job 
duties? 



And how many certifications are required? 



Ordinance and Enforcement
• Do you have any pertaining to 

encampments? 

• Adopting Ordinance

• Board of County Commissioners

• City Council

• Ballot Initiative

• Once ordinance is adopted, 
enforcement can occur.

• Bernco owned or controlled property or land:

• Please also be advised that entering or remaining upon 
lands owned, operated, or controlled by the Bernalillo 
County and/or City Of Albuquerque knowing that consent to 
enter or remain is denied or withdrawn is a criminal trespass 
under NMSA 1978, Section 30-14-1(C), which may subject 
you to arrest and a possible misdemeanor conviction and 
civil damages.

• Zoning Ordinance for privately owned vacant 
land:

• Unpermitted occupation or use of land prior to the issuance 
of a county permit. (Section 24.C.3.a. of the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance of Bernalillo County)

• Occupation of vacant and undeveloped land is not a permissive use. 
Any and all occupation must cease immediately. 

• Recreational vehicle on the property used for dwelling 
purposes. (Section 7.B.2.e. of the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance of Bernalillo County)

• A recreational vehicle may be temporarily occupied for up to two (2) 
weeks in any calendar year and may only be served by electricity for 
lighting purposes.  Please cease use of the RV currently on the 
property by (date; two weeks from initial inspection).



Due Process and Required Notice to Vacate

• Verbally advise of requirement to 
vacate

• Post legal notice and document 
posting (pictures)

Step 1 

Issuing Legal Notice

• Jurisdiction run programs, 
shelters, or temporary housing

• Non-profit organizations, food and 
clothing banks, or shelters

Step 2 

Offer Resources • Return to location after expiration 
of notice to vacate

• If location was not voluntarily 
vacated, law enforcement may be 
needed.

• If vacated, assess what resources 
will be needed to remove 
abandoned items.

Step 3 

Verifying location was 
vacated



Notices to Vacate Issued by BernCo Staff



Offered Resources



Offered Resources



Enforcement on Property Controlled by the Jurisdiction



24 Hour Notice to Vacate on Public ROW



24 Hour Notice to Vacate on Public ROW



Jurisdiction Owned Property Enforcement



Jurisdiction Owned Property Enforcement
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Jurisdiction Owned Property Enforcement



MRGCD Irrigation Canals and Acequias



MRGCD Irrigation Canals and Acequias



MRGCD Irrigation Canals and Acequias



Using GIS Resources to Your Advantage



Using GIS 
Resources to 
Your Advantage
Within the submittal form is where 
encampment details are identified 
and pictures of the encampment 
and vacate notice postings are 
uploaded. Useful for tracking “hot 
spots” and knowing where to best 
deploy resources.



Using GIS Resources to Your Advantage



Using GIS Resources to Your Advantage



Encampments in the Bosque – Cross Jurisdiction Effort
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Encampments in the Bosque – Cross Jurisdiction Effort



Private Property Enforcement



Private Property Enforcement



Private Property Enforcement



Legal Ramifications

• Consultation with your Legal Counsel, Law Enforcement, and Executive Leadership 
is necessary to avoid any due process issues.

• If adopted ordinance is in place and established, it can give local law enforcement 
the ability to prosecute through criminal trespass on Jurisdiction owned or 
controlled property. 

• Grants Pass v. Johnson decision

• Supreme Court ruled that cities enforcing anti-camping bans, even if homeless people have no 
other place to go, does not violate the Eighth Amendment’s prohibition on cruel and unusual 
punishment.



The Aftermath and Cleanup
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The Aftermath and Cleanup



The Aftermath and Cleanup



With enough training, 
experience, and ordinance in 
place you too can become 
an Encampment Removal 
Specialist!! 
QUESTIONS?
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